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STRUGGLES FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 


“Awesome... a very slick production.” 
Searchlight magazine 


Now is the time to take anti-racist education seriously. 
HomeBeats is an interactive anti-racist package for Windows 
and Macintosh computers developed by the Institute of 
Race Relations for use in schools, youth clubs, colleges and 
at home. Taking the user on a multimedia journey through 
time from Africa, the Caribbean and Asia, to the making of 
modern Britain, this cd-rom package has already proved to be 
an invaluable resource around the country. 








Exceptionally easy to use 
Hundreds of photos 
Over 200,000 words of text 


An hour of audio and video material one ; 
Soundtrack by Asian Dub Foundation world é.. ry 


Price: £35.00 inc. teachers’ notes, VAT and delivery 








EUROPEAN RACE 


The European Race Bulletin is the only comprehensive digest of race relations 

in Europe, collating and summarising news reports from papers, magazines, 

NGOs and campaigns in every European country. Published four times a year, 
the Bulletin is essential reading for students, academics, researchers, cam- 
paigners, policy makers, educationalists, lawyers and all those concerned about 
racism, fascism and democracy around Europe. 





Prices: £25.00 annual subscription for media, academics and funded groups 
£10.00 annual subscription for unfunded and community groups 


ESSAYS IN HONOUR OF A. SIVANANDAN 


Forthcoming: a special issue of Race & Class featuring tributes to a key player in the anti-racist, 

anti-fascist and black movements on his 75¢ birthday. Reflections on the struggles of our time 

from Herman Ouseley, David Edgar, John Pilger, Wilfred Wood, Yasmin Alibhai-Brown, Ken Leech, 
Colin Prescod, Chris Searle, Aijaz Ahmad, Melissa Benn and others. 





Price: £8.00 special offer for Searchlight readers (normal price £10.00) 200pp 





The International Anti-Fascist Monthly 


Editorial 


True colours 


TWO RECENT events, the London bombings and British 
National Party election fraud, have revealed the nazis’ 
true colours. 

The London bombings are the logical conclusion of 
years of propaganda being distributed by far-right 
groups calling for acts of violence to be carried out. 
Literature advocating terror tactics has been promoted 
not only by Combat 18 but also by the BNP. In spite of its 
attempts to look respectable, the BNP continues to have 
links with people like William Pierce, whose book, The 
Turner Diaries, inspires far-right terrorism. 

The BNP’s electoral effort is primarily a tactic for 
publicity and recruitment. Of course one day they 
dream that like Hitler's Nazi Party they will take power as 
a prelude to tearing down democracy. 

No tactic is too shameless for the nazis. After the 
bombings, BNP leader John Tyndall condemned them as 
a state plot to undermine the far-right, echoing Nazi 
propaganda of the 1930s that attributed their own acts 
of violence to their opponents. 

The BNP’s approach to the European elections shows 
just what contempt the party has for the democratic 
process. In many cases its candidates have given false 
addresses. This should not only disqualify them from 
standing but lead to the plug being pulled on the BNP’s 
TV broadcast. 

Unfortunately returning officers across Britain have 
failed to question the BNP’s nomination forms. This 
means that nothing can be done until after voting has 
_ taken place. We trust that when the election is over all 
those BNP members who have committed fraud will be 
punished accordingly. 

Once again complacency on the part of the 
authorities hampers any real action. Just as they refuse 
to acknowledge the link between far-right literature and 
racist violence, so they seem unconcerned with election 
fraud. Luckily not everyone is so complacent. Martin 
Salter, MP has taken up Searchlight’s arguments and is 
demanding action from the Home Secretary. 

Whether through the bomb or the ballot, Britain's 
nazis have shown their contempt for the British people. 
When nazis commit crimes, as they do with alarming 
alacrity, they must be prosecuted. That goes not only for 
those who caryy out acts of violence, but also for those 
who inspired them through hateful literature. Then at 
least we can say that after the bombings some lessons 
have been learnt. 
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Terror in 


by Nick Lowles 























over a hundred injured. London's multicultural 

society came under deadly attack from a nazi 
bomber hell bent on death and destruction. While Britain 
has experienced nazi violence before, even bombs, the 
indiscriminate nature of these attacks is certainly a new 
development. 

Hours after the third and most deadly bomb, police 
arrested 22-year-old David Copeland at his home in Cove, 
Farnborough. Among his possessions, police found 
bomb making equipment. Two days later, Copeland was 
charged with detonating all three bombs. While his arrest 
might have ended this present bombing campaign, it is 
unlikely to be the last. 

Within hours of his arrest, police were confidently 
asserting that Copeland was acting alone and had no 
connections with any nazi organisations. “It is under- 
stood he was acting alone for his own motives,” David 
Veness, Assistant Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Police, told journalists. 

Whether the police truly believed that Copeland had 
no links, or were saying it for political reasons remains to 
be seen. Certainly anti-fascists in other countries, partic- 
ularly Germany, are well versed in the lone lunatic theory 
propounded by the authorities to explain nazi terror 
attacks. 

Due to reporting restrictions Searchlight is unable to 
add any further information about Copeland, except to 
say that a different story may emerge during and after the 
trial. 

While the police ponder Copeland's motives, the three 
bomb targets should give everyone a clear indication of 
the bomber’s political persuasion. The targets represent 
everything nazis despise about modern Britain. Brixton, 
symbolically the heart of London's Afro-Caribbean com- 
munity; Brick Lane, home to the greatest concentration 
of Bangladeshis outside Bangladesh; and Soho, the heart 
of London's “out” gay community. 

These areas have long been highlighted as potential 
targets in nazi publications. And since 1992 and the for- 
mation of Combat 18 (C18) the strategy of violence has 
permeated more deeply into British nazi ideology. 

In fact British nazis have long used violence for polit- 
ical ends, including bombings and arson, but the indis- 
criminate nature of these recent attacks is witness to the 
growing importance of American nazi ideology. Just as 
Timothy McVeigh targeted a public building regardless of 
civilian casualties, so some British nazis deem everyone 
within society to be potential and justifiable targets. 

Four nazi groups claimed responsibility for at least 
one of the bombs, although only two, the White Wolves 
and C18, claimed them all. While Searchlight immediate- 


Toe: WEEKENDS, three bombs. Three dead and 
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ly dismissed the claims from C18, the White Wolves were 
a far more serious proposition. 

As Searchlight reported last month, an anonymous 
document carrying the name White Wolves was circulat- 
ed around the nazi movement in the mid-nineties. It out- 
lined a strategy that the writers believed would ignite a 
race war in Britain. 

“Our main line of attack must be on the immigrant 
communities themselves, the black and Asian ghettos,” 
the document said. “If this is done regularly, effectively 
and brutally, the aliens will respond by attacking whites at 
random, forcing them off the fence and into self-defence. 
This will begin a spiral of violence which will force the 
Establishment’s hand on the race issue.” 

The White Wolves document details possible attacks, 
bomb manuals and counter-surveillance tactics. It is 
classic leaderless resistance. “We do not believe that we 
alone can win the race war, but we can start it,” it con- 
cludes. 

It may be a complete coincidence, but only days 
before the first bomb, warning letters were circulated in 
the name of the White Wolves stating their intention to 
begin a terrorist campaign. In addition, the leader of the 
north of England division of C18, which also operated 
under the name C18 White Wolves, apparently disap- 
peared at the beginning of the year. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































—— er 


Although the White Wolves claimed the bombs, it may 
turn out that they have no direct connection to the 
bomber, but that a group using the name as a title of con- 
venience is quite independently moving towards a similar 
terrorist strategy. Days before the Soho bomb, Mansfield 
Unemployed Workers Centre was attacked in broad day- 
light. The same day the local newspaper received a letter 

_from the White Wolves warning of an imminent attack on 
a May Day event usually held on first Monday in May. 

The night before the Chesterfield May Day demon- 
stration, one of the largest in Britain, a car was stolen ina 
nearby town. After a car chase, the police recovered the 
car in Chesterfield and found a large amount of explosives 
and other components for making a time-delayed bomb. 
The two male occupants fled. 

It may be a coincidence, but nevertheless, very worry- 
ing. Alternatively, one cannot rule out the possibility that 
the claims were being made by friends of the bomber to 
mislead the authorities. 

While most people, especially Londoners, were gen- 
uinely horrified by the bombings, some racists and nazis 
have been inspired by the three attacks. In a series of 
seemingly unrelated incidents, a number of violent racist 
attacks have been reported from across the country. In 
Chichester, Sussex, an Asian shop was firebombed, as was 
a balti takeaway in the Lancashire town of Whitworth. In 
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Sheffield, in an incident that went unreported in the local 
press, a racist youth was arrested after a suspect package 
was left in an Asian shop. And a man is in custody in 
Ipswich after bomb-making materials and an illegal 
firearm were found at his home. 

The beginning of the spiral of violence outlined in the 
White Wolves document did in fact occur in east London. 
Minutes after the Brick Lane bomb a gang of racists gath- 
ered in a nearby pub to shout abuse at local Asians. It took 
local community leaders to prevent 150 Asian youths 
from attacking the pub. 

There were several other racial incidents elsewhere in 
the area. Racists tried to set alight the Teviot Community 
Shop in Poplar, while, in what was apparently a revenge 
attack for the Brick Lane bomb, a mixed race boy was 
attacked by a gang of 15 Asians. 

While most British far-right organisations have pub- 
licly distanced themselves from the bombing, fearing a 
crackdown from the authorities, there is enormous glee 
among their members. In a country which has had little 
history of nazi terrorism, nazis now realise the enormous 
impact a few crude devices can have. 

The bombing campaign has been seven years coming. 
It is not likely to be the last. Ignored by the authorities for 
so long, the far-right terrorist has now been unleashed on 
Britain. 
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By Steve Silver 





new departure for Britain's nazis. Inspired by 

strategies that have been tried and tested in the 
United States, the nazis, whose support in the general 
population is tiny, hope to further their goals by acts of 
violence. 
They are influenced by two competing strategies. The 
first involves setting up cells which have no physical 
connection with one another. The second consists of 
individuals taking action to raise racial tension so that a 
racist organisation can feed off it. Neither strategy has 
succeeded in dominating the British extreme right; it 
has become informed by both. 

Violence has always played a central role in the prac- 
tice of nazi organisations and their adherents. The use 
of terror to intimidate their enemies has been the 
Hitlerites’ modus operandi since the first nazis polished 
their jackboots before sticking them down their ene- 
mies’ throats. The far right has traditionally used terror 
tactics to attack opponents and enemies of the “white 
race” while at the same time maintaining a facade of 
pursuing a democratic road. When the democratic road 
appears to reach a dead end though, terror is all they are 
left with. 

In the postwar period numerous terrorist outrages 
have been carried out by a variety of fascist groups in 
Europe. Murderous bombings have taken place in 
Munich, Paris and Bologna among other places. 

Britain too has seen bombings. Immediately after 
the Second World War a number of nazi bombings of 
Jewish targets were carried out. In 1962 the Karl Marx 
memorial and the offices of the Jewish Chronicle, both 
in London, were bombed with plastic explosives. 
Around the same time a national newspaper revealed 
that nazis had been carrying out bomb practice sessions 
in the New Forest in Hampshire. 

When four nazis were tried in December 1962 for 
organising the paramilitary organisation Spearhead, 
one item of evidence was a can of weedkiller, an ingre- 
dient used for bomb making. The wording on the can 
had been changed from “weedkiller” to “Jewkiller”. The 
defendants, who included the two most important post- 
war figures in Britain’s nazi movement, John Tyndall and 
Colin Jordan, were all found guilty. 

In more recent years some fascist attacks have been 
carried out with what amounts to crude bombs, such as 
a blowtorch trained on a butane gas cylinder. In 1981 
nazis planned to bomb the Notting Hill Carnival, but the 
plot was exposed. 

One of the most disturbing acts was the attempt by a 
leading British National Party member, Tony Wells (aka 
Lecomber), to blow up the headquarters of the Workers 


ik RECENT bombings in London mark a radical 


in the US 


in Britain 


Revolutionary Party with a nail bomb in 1985. Wells was 
convicted of that offence and of possession of electron- 
ic detonators and home-made hand grenades. He was 
given a paltry three-year sentence, which shows the lack 
of seriousness with which the judicial system treats nazi 
violence. 

Traditionally the hallmark of nazi terror in Britain 
has been the petrol bomb. The majority of nazi violence 
in Britain has been directed at specific individuals, 
organisations or communal institutions, rather than 
randomly targeted. There have been several occasions 
when letter bombs have been sent through the post to 
anti-fascists and others, for example. Fortunately, 
through a combination of vigilance and luck, most of 
these attempts have been relatively unsuccessful. 


The Turner Diaries and The Order 


The best known publication advocating a nazi terror 
strategy was William Pierce’s book, The Turner Diaries, 
published in 1978. Several hundred thousand copies of 
this fictionalised account of a coming “race war” have 
been sold around the world. 

Written by the leader of the National Alliance, The 
Turner Diaries depicts an underground army that 
foments race war in the 1990s against a Jewish-con- 
trolled American government (the Zionist Occupation 
Government, ZOG). The secret leadership, known as 
The Order, oversees a truck bombing of the FBI head- 
quarters and a mortar attack on the Capitol building. 
The organisation itself is organised in small cells. The 
whites win in the end after gaining territory in southern 
California, massacring Jews and minorities, and com- 
mandeering nuclear missiles to attack Israel. The year is 
1999. 

In the 1980s The Turner Diaries inspired a real 
underground organisation also known as The Order. 
The Order carried out armoured car robberies to the 
tune of $6 million (£3.75 million) to fund the movement 
and carried out a high profile killing of a Jewish radio 
talk show host, Alan Berg. They also bombed a syna- 
gogue, killed a police officer and one of their own mem- 
bers who became suspect. 

Most of The Order’s members were arrested in 1984 
and 1985. Their leader, Robert Jay Mathews, became 
engaged in a fierce machine gun battle with the author- 
ities, which ended with his death inside a burning 
building. Mathews gained instant status as a martyr. 

It was not only The Order that was inspired by The 
Turner Diaries. When Timothy McVeigh was arrested by 
the US authorities for bombing a federal building in 
Oklahoma City on 19 April 1995, he had in his posses- 
sion a copy of the book. 
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Lone hunters v leaderless resisters 

The American extreme right was forced to reconsider its 
strategy of creating large guerrilla groups in the light of 
the Order arrests. There are now two main strategies that 
compete with each other. The first is set out in Pierce's 
second novel, Hunter. In this book a “lone hunter” carries 
out a series of killings, starting with multiracial couples 
whom he shoots. His aim is to raise the political temper- 
ature in order to create better conditions under which a 
racist organisation can operate. 

Competing for the hearts and minds of racists is the 
strategy of leaderless resistance, developed by Louis 
Beam, former Texas Grand Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan. 
After the Order members were brought to trial for crimi- 
nal racketeering in 1985, Louis Beam was placed on the 
FBI’s Ten Most Wanted List for his association with the 
terror organisation. He was arrested in Mexico and was 


_ one of ten people who faced trial for seditious conspira- 


cy. He escaped justice when a jury acquitted him in 1988. 

Beams leaderless resistance is based on the ideas of 
Colonel Ulius Louis Amoss, who first described the strat- 
egy on 17 April 1962 as a means of defeating a perceived 
communist takeover. As Beam developed the theory, 
working from his own experiences, the main threat 
became no longer communism, but the US government. 

Leaderless resistance was devised as a way of defeat- 
ing state infiltration. It advocates forming small cells of 
between two and five, which operate autonomously but 
follow a similar ideological path. Crucially, there is no 
central organisation. Infiltration therefore can only lead 
to the destruction of one cell, leaving the rest intact. 
Leaderless resisters are encouraged to carry out racist 
attacks and attacks on government. 

Beam began advocating leaderless resistance in 1983, 
but it took the experience of The Order for it to have a 
major national, and now international, impact. It was 


popularised after 400 law enforcement officers laid siege 
to a white supremacist family in 1992. 

Followers of Pierce still believe in the Fuhrer 
Principle, namely that leadership is absolutely necessary, 
while those who follow Beam argue that the present cir- 
cumstances make leaderless resistance a necessity. 


America first: Britain next 


British nazis have been able to obtain Pierce’s National 
Alliance material easily through mail order companies 
advertised in Spearhead, BNP leader John Tyndall’s 
monthly magazine, among other places. This has certain- 
ly been the case since the early 1980s. In fact, so enam- 
oured was the BNP with this terror advocate that he was 
a guest speaker at the party’s annual rally in 1995. 

Leaderless resistance was first advocated in Britain in 
the early 1990s by Combat 18. As well as writing about the 
strategy in its own publication, which was called The 
Order, Combat 18 also distributed old copies of Beam’s 
quarterly journal, The Seditionist. 

The terminology and ideas of the US far right are now 
used by all the various nazi groups. In 1995 a disturbing 
document headed “White Wolves” was published anony- 
mously (see Searchlight, May 1999). It represented an 
attempt to develop a terror strategy in Britain following 
ideas from the USA. Dedicated to Robert Jay Mathews, it 
argued for classic leaderless resistance, yet at the same 
time urged readers not to leave the organisations they 
had already joined as that would attract attention. 
Pointing to anti-black riots in British history, it argued 
that such riots could be sparked off again by, among 
other things, bombing black communities. 

The document is inspired by both Pierce and Beam 
and British nazis are drawing on both sets of ideas to cre- 
ate a strategy that will work for them. The contradictions 
of the US strategies have become more apparent in their 
application to circumstances elsewhere, and this has 
forced the British nazis to develop their own path. But the 
graphic violence of Pierce’s novels and Beam’s leaderless 
resistance make a dangerous cocktail. 

The fact that weapons are generally not easy to come 
by in Britain compared to the USA, for example, creates 
special difficulties for British nazis. The presence of sup- 
porters of Combat 18 and other nazi organisations in the 
British armed forces is a time-bomb just ticking away. In 
the light of the recent bombings it is astonishing that this 
situation is allowed to persist. 

It may be coincidence that the first bomb, in Brixton, 
went off on 17 April, the anniversary of the first publica- 
tion of the leaderless resistance theory. This was also two 
days before the anniversary of the Odahoma bombing 
and three days before Hitler's birthday. 

Even though the strategy contained in The Turner 
Diaries has effectively been rendered obsolete by the far- 
right, it still offers a chilling insight into what they have to 
offer the British public. Referring to Europe in 1999, 
Pierce wrote: 

“... a Cleansing hurricane of change swept over the 
continent, clearing away in a few months the refuse of a 
millennium or more of alien ideology and a century or 
more of profound moral and material decadence. The 
blood flowed ankle-deep in the streets of many of 
Europe's great cities momentarily, as the race traitors, the 
offspring of Gastarbeiter met a common fate. Then the 
great dawn of the New Era broke over the western world.” 

What will it take for the government to see the rela- 
tionship between material that incites racism and racial 
violence? Will we have to see more deaths before those 
that distribute and publish these provocations are prose- 
cuted for inciting racial hatred and the other criminal 
acts in which they are engaged? The laws exists to do it, all 
that is required is the political will to act. 
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condemned the three London bombings 

and distanced themselves from the 
perpetrator of this terrorism. The British 
National Party (BNP) described it as “a wicked 
nail bomb campaign’, while Combat 18 (C18) 
leaders told the press of their disgust at the 
indiscriminate nature of the blasts. 

That said, most put another spin on it. The 
National Front led the way with a claim that 
the bombings were the natural result of 
Britain’s multicultural society. An NF statement 
released to the press read: “We are not 
completely surprised that such a scenario has 
come to pass. For many years now, the long 
suffering white communities across London 
and our other major cities have been ignored, 
oppressed and victimised by successive British 
governments and the controlled media ... 
branded as idiots at best, reviled as violent 
thugs at worst. Is it any wonder then that 
some individuals feel the need to resort to acts 
of violence to get their message across.” 

Most groups saw the dark hand of the 
state involved. The skinhead leaders of the 
Blood and Honour movement thought it was a 
state plot to close down their music operation, 
while the BNP saw it as an attempt to 
undermine the the party’s European election 
campaign. 

“Who gains from this affair?” the BNP 
noted on its Internet site. “Some neo-nazi 
individual or group who dislikes us for our 
legitimate [sic] democratic approach to the 
dismantling of British society ... The left who 
wish to use the bombings against us in a 
reverse of the manner Hitler used the burning 
down of the German parliament building, by a 
crazed former communist individual, to justify 
a crack-down on left-wing groups. Thirdly, the 
Government, which can present itself as 
opposed to terrorism, a repository of law, 
order, and civilisation, and, like the left, use 
public outrage to suppress politically incorrect 
views.” 

In its monthly magazine Spearhead, the 
BNP even suggests that the bombs might have 
been the work of the security services in a bid 
to justify the banning of the BNP. Citing the 
revelation that Charlie Sargent, C18’s original 
leader, had been working as an informant for 
the police, Spearhead concludes: “Even with 
Sargent in prison, it is quite feasible that the 
State is still guiding or using the organisation 
it helped create.” 

Such nonsense disguises the part that the 
BNP, C18 and others have played in this event. 
Even if not directly involved their literature 
continues to inspire people to violence. 

Amnesia has descended on the BNP and 
other groups on possible links with the alleged 
bomber. Rather than accepting their 
responsibility in promoting racial hatred, they 
squirm around in paranoid delusion, denial 
and self-importance. 

If the BNP is really genuine about its 
opposition to the bombings, and more general 
racial violence, it would shop its members who 
carry out such acts. Their silence is very 
telling. 


Boren: NAZI groups all publicly 


Mike Cohen SEARCHLIGHT 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Targeted by nazi bombs London’s communities found a new unity in the fight 


against fascism and violence 
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MID THE understandable fear and concern gener- 
A by the three bombs, London's multicultural 
ommunities stood together in defiance of this 
threat. The gay community marched alongside the black 


_ community and the Jewish commnity provided assistance 


on community safety for the Asian communities. 

As the racist nature of the first bomb in Brixton 
became apparent, all of London's diverse communities 
were put on standby for possible attacks. The concern was 
made worse by the hoax calls that were made across the 
capital. In Hackney alone, there were 40 scares in the week 
leading up to the third bomb. In east London police car- 
ried out a controlled explosion on a suspect car. While it 
proved not to be a bomb, it only added to the unease in 
the local community. 

The second bomb in Brick Lane reinforced the threat 
to London's people, yet out of the apprehension came a 
determination to resist this danger. 

In Southall, supporters of The Monitoring Group acted 
as stewards to patrol the local shopping streets. In north 
and northeast London volunteers of the Community 
Security Trust, the defence body of the Jewish communi- 
ty, provided a similar service in areas with a high Jewish 








































































































































































































































































































































































































population. For both groups, their presence was to reas- 
sure local residents as much as it was to search the area for 
possible devices. 

It was the third and most deadly bomb that highlight- 
ed the true nature of the fascist threat. Targeting the gay 
community in Soho, the bomber reminded us all that fas- 
cism threatens more than just black and Asian people. 
Even the labour movement was put on standby after a 
threat in the name of the White Wolves was made to a May 
Day event. 

There were several protests, marches and vigils held 
across London to demonstrate united opposition to the 
nazi bomb campaign. The largest event occurred a day 
after the Soho bomb when several thousand people 
marched from Brixton, the site of the first bomb, to central 
London. Members of the gay community joined with the 
black and Asian communities, anti-racists and trade 
unionists to show their disgust at the bombs but their 
determination to remain defiant. 

In another protest, 2,000 people gathered in Soho for a 
vigil for those who had died. The gathering was addressed 
by Angela Mason of Stonewall. “Nobody, but nobody, is 
going to bomb us back into the closet.” 
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Policing far- 


by Gerry Gable 


S PEOPLE were gathering to commemorate 
those butchered and maimed in the Soho 
bomb attack, the Metropolitan Police 
announced the formation of a new task 
force to tackle racist crimes and extremists. 

So eager was Scotland Yard’s press department, to 
break the news that some of the squads that the 
announcement stated would be involved in the task 
force had not even been told consulted. What has 
emerged is a more robust and streamlined operation 
that will draw on the best available intelligence, tech- 
nology and detectives at the Yard and beyond. 

Yet this announcement is a recognition of the 
severe shortcomings in the Met’s investigation into the 
bombings and racist and nazi crime more generally. 

Firstly there has been the apparent lack of co-ordi- 
nation of intelligence on the far right, both in London 
and nationally. Internal bickering and jealousy 
between rival departments hampered the investiga- 
tion from the start, with information seemingly not 
being shared or even passed on. 

While some police units were genuinely willing to 
cooperate and collect information from local commu- 
nity groups and non-governmental monitoring organ- 
isations, the Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS), who ran the 
investigation, lacked this approach. 

The fact that the ATS ran the investigation at all 
raised some eyebrows. As was obvious during a 
Scotland Yard briefing the day before the Soho bomb, 
deputy Assistant Commissioner Alan Fry had no prop- 
er grasp of the nazi threat the capital was facing. No 
one denies that he is a highly skilled and experienced 
officer, nor that his investigating team did not perform 
a remarkable piece of detective work in uncovering the 
alleged bomber, but his unit’s training had been almost 
exclusively directed at republican and loyalist terror- 
ism. 

During the enquiry, police forces around the coun- 
try were asked to identify far-right targets and activi- 
ties, especially those with violent or even terrorist con- 
notations. It was only during this process that a host of 
other incidents emerged. Not only were departments 
not talking to each other, but information that had 
been held at a regional level for years had not been 
passed on to a central clearing house. 

This is not just an organisational and intelligence 
deficiency confined to the bombing investigation, but 
something far more fundamental. As mentioned else- 
where in this magazine, the bombings have been seven 
years coming. It was with the emergence of Combat 18 
(C18) that the US-inspired theories of domestic terror- 
ism began to permeate into the British far right. Within 


a few years theories of ZOG control, The Turner Diaries 
and the story of The Order, a US terrorist group operat- 
ing during the mid-1980s, held influence throughout 
the movement, even within elements of the BNP which, 
in 1995, invited William Pierce to speak at its rally. 
Pierce is leader of the neo-nazi National Alliance and 
author of the terrorist bible, The Turner Diaries. 

While most of those regurgitating this domestic ter- 
rorism were never going to undertake such actions, it 
was only a matter of time before somebody did. In 
January 1997, C18 initiated a letter bomb campaign 
from Denmark. Just before Christmas 1998, the securi- 
ty services were again alerted that C18 was linking up 
with similar groups in Europe for another campaign. 

However, complacency was still the order of the day, 
especially in London. The Metropolitan Police Special 
Branch briefings on the far right, which are circulated 
around the country, repeatedly underestimated this 
move to violence. 

It is not as though they had not been warned. In 
1993 Searchlight's submission to the House of 
Commons Home Affairs Committee's enquiry into 
racial harassment and attacks had condemned the 
narrow thinking of those tasked with gathering intelli- 
gence on far-right groups within the police and securi- 
ty services and the resultant lack of hard intelligence 
and research. 

For example, the Chief Constable of Sussex, Sir Paul 
Whitehouse, told the committee that, according to 
Special Branch and the Security Services, no formal 
links existed between far-right organisations in Britain 
and their counterparts overseas, only some minor 
individual contacts. 

Searchlight had just delivered to the hearing a tran- 
script of intercepted computer disks to British and 
other European nazi groups by the so-called National 
Socialist German Workers’ Party Overseas 
Organisation (NSDAP-AO), run from the USA by Gary 
Lauck. The encrypted disks included bomb making 
instructions and a simple formula for making napalm. 

Once again the police understanding of the nazi 
threat was lacking. Simply looking for firm organisa- 
tional links overlooked the ideological influence that 
was creeping into Britain. Despite assurances to the 
committee, the police were never to contact 
Searchlight about the disk. 

Four years on and the situation had not really 
changed. In October 1997 Searchlight responded to a 
Home Office consultation document on racial violence 
and harassment by highlighting the low standard of 
police investigations in this area and the failure all the 
way up the line, through the Crown Prosecution 
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Service to the Attorney-General, to take these crimi- 
nals and their activities seriously. 

It was not laws that were lacking, Searchlight 
reported at the time, but the will to investigate and 
prosecute. 

During one investigation in the mid-1990’s, the 
Attorney-General threw out the case because the only 
evidence submitted was of anti-Jewish and anti-police 
hate material being sent to Jews and the police respec- 
tively. It was decided that no crime had been commit- 
ted because these groups could not be incited by the 
material to commit criminal acts against themselves. 

However, among other documents seized but not 
properly processed were sales records and invoices 
with the names of dozens if not hundreds of people in 
far right groups up and down the country, proving a 
much wider illegal distribution of the hate material. 

Even when the authorities did prosecute, it was 
often limited. In 1998 Leighton Jones was sentenced to 
six months’ imprisonment for producing the highly 
illegal Barbecue in Rostock CD by the C18 band No 
Remorse. And even then it was only after Searchlight 
forced the CD manufacturers into calling in the police. 

Leighton Jones was C18’s patsy. If the police and 
CPS had decided to use the law to its full extent, at least 
eight other people, including the band members, could 
have been prosecuted. This would not only have 
destroyed C18’s music, and thereby its fundraising, 
operations, but have taken out several key activists. 

Police lack of interest in nazi terrorism is not new. 
In the mid-1980s Searchlight warned the police that 
Tony Lecomber, a leading activist in the British 
National Party, was manufacturing bombs and 


_attempting to set up a cross-party nazi hit squad. The 


response from a senior officer at Scotland Yard was 
that Lecomber "is just a wanker and could not possibly 
make a bomb". A week later Lecomber detonated a nail 
bomb in a car outside the south London headquarters 
of a left-wing group. Police who raided his home found 
electronic detonators and home-made hand grenades. 

In March Searchlight exclusively revealed the pres- 
ence of over a dozen serving soldiers with links to neo- 
nazi groups. Despite holding an internal investigation 
over 18 months earlier, the Army and the police had 
failed to act. 

The lack of cooperation between London and 
provincial forces has also hampered investigations. On 
several occasions police and Special Branch officers in 
several parts of the country have come to Searchlight 
for information, because Special Branch in London 
was either unable or unwilling to provide the necessary 
intelligence. 


right terror 


Institutionalised Racism 


One cannot separate policing terrorism from the 
wider issue of racism within the police force. How can 
we expect the police to take racism and fascism seri- 
ously when racism within the force is overlooked? 

Likewise, training police officers to fully under- 
stand the nazi mindset, literature and activities is 
severely lacking. 

Largely in response to the McPherson enquiry, the 
Metropolitan Police launched C024, the Violent and 
Racial Crime Task Force, under the directorship of 
Deputy Assistant Commissioner John Grieve. It was 
Grieve's intention that for the first time community 
involvement would play a central role both in tackling 
such crimes, and in rewriting some of the police ser- 
vice's basic manuals on racial crime and delivering a 
more equal service to all citizens. 

The unit not only supported the use of low-level 
community-based intelligence but also recognised 
that bodies such as Searchlight could provide valuable 
hard information on violent and organised racists. 

To achieve these aims an advisory panel of mainly 
lay members was formed. Its terms of reference 
included assisting the director in reviews of racial and 
violent crime cases, advising on strategy, improving 
community confidence in the police and developing 
an understanding of the concerns of minority ethnic 
groups. 

The nazi bombings presented CO24 with its first 
major challenge. While CO24 has been removed from 
the main bombing investigation, the creation of a 
wider task force may see Grieve’s unit come into its 
own, with its eyes and ears rooted at community level 
and the use of outside sources of intelligence. 

However, to achieve its stated goals, both CO24 and 
the Metropolitan Police as a whole, need to work in 
cooperation both with itself and outside bodies. 
Anything less and many lay members of Grieve’s group 
are likely to resign. 

There now seems a genuine desire not to be caught 
out again. Hopefully the police and Home Secretary 
will learn the lessons of past failures. 

While Searchlight is grateful for the kind words 
directed at it by the Home Secretary Jack Straw during 
a Commons debate on the bombing, we hope that he 
will he will take an equally positive and pro-active 
stand is seeing through these improvements. 

For the new task force to succeed, it not only needs 
to work together and with outside bodies, but to 
change the mindset that has dominated police think- 
ing for so long. 
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Extreme right votes in the May 1999 local council elections 





WARD CANDIDATE PARTY VOTES CANDIDATE CANDIDATE 
ah ” MSG : CAST VOTE = 

BIRMINGHAM 

KINGS NORTON ASTBURY Jeff BNP 3,761 130 3.46 

LONGBRIDGE WINDBRIDGE Lee BNP 4,808 133 2.77 

CALDERDALE 

ILLINGWORTH MULLHALL Richard BNP 1,576 103 6.53 

MIXENDEN HALL Stuart BNP 1,487 59 3.97 

ST. JOHNS MARSDEN Adrian Paul BNP 3,400 213 6.26 

OVENDON CLARKE Rachel BNP 1,383 86 6.22 

TODMORDEN JACKSON Christian Michael BNP 2,797 78 2.79 

DUDLEY METRO 

CASTLE & PRIORY DARBY Simon BNP 1,458 118 8.09 
ROBINSON William NF 1,458 36 2.47 

EAST RIDING 

BRIDLINGTON S. THORNTON Wayne ND 7,942 110 1,39* 

RUGELY 

WESTERN SPRINGS PHILIPS Neil BNP 1,118 48 4.29 

SANDWELL METRO 

GREAT BRIDGE EDWARDS Sharron Jane BNP 1,615 209 12.94 

PRINCES END LORD John Brian Richard NF 1,194 75 6.28 

TIPTON GREEN EDWARDS Stephen BNP 2,948 505 17.17 

WELWYN & HATFIELD 

CUFFLEY/NORTHAW CHEETHAM Alec Brent Tw 3,393 269 7.93* 


NOTE: In some wards (marked by an * at the end of the row) more than one vacancy was contested. 
Where an extreme-right party fielded one candidate, but a mainstream party fielded one per vacancy, 
the percentage given is that of the candidate in relation to the total vote. Based on the formula used, 
the average vote polled by the extreme right was 6.17% 


in brief... 


NF routed in Worcester 

On Saturday 24 April the National Front attempted to 
hold a march in Worcester. This St George’s Day demon- 
stration faced huge opposition from the local Race 
Equality Council, the trades council and many local peo- 
ple including the Bishop of Worcester. That weekend 
marked the anniversaries of the deaths of Stephen 
Lawrence and Blair Peach. 

Over 250 people turned out to oppose the NE Taxi 
drivers threatened to strike in protest if the proposed NF 
march went ahead. The demonstrators then marched 
into the centre of Worcester and held a rally. The Anti 
Nazi League set up a local branch which organised a stall 
to attract members. A sticker produced by the branch 
reads Worcester 1: Nazis 0. The local newpaper, the 
Worcester Evening News, carried a front-page headline 
that read “NF March Falls Flat”. 

However, there was fury at West Mercia police, who 
had told local people that if the NF attempted to march 
then they would be breaking the law and would be 
arrested. Instead police ensured that 20 NF supporters 
from Birmingham were allowed to march in nearby 
Kidderminster. 


No platformed again 

The Oxford University Union was forced to cancel a 
debate entitled “This House believes that racism is 
inevitable” after strong protests when it came to light 
that BNP leader John Tyndall was to be given a platform. 

It was left to the Union of Jewish Students among 
others to teach the debating society that nazis are 
beyond the pale. The UJS cited the no platform for 
racists and fascists policy of the National Union of 
Students. 

David Menton of the UJS, said: “We have a responsi- 
bility to guarantee the safety of students. In light of the 
recent bombings, we should not be attempting to bring 
racial violence onto the streets of Oxford.” 

Thames Valley Police told the Union that they were 
unprepared to provide extra security to protect Union 
premises unless the Union met the costs. Superintendent 
Wiz Bunce of Oxford Police explained: “The Oxford 
Union contacted me to seek views on whether this event 
should go ahead. My advice was that, in view of the 
increased apprehension in all sections of the community 
following the recent explosions in London, it may be 
inappropriate to proceed with this debate at this time.” 
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HE IS the American Family Association’s public 
enemy No 1; his album ‘Antichrist Superstar 
topped the US chart with over two million sales. 
The man is Marilyn Manson and his trade is hard- 
core rock music. 

Although the NME defended him with a 
recent front-page cover title: “Music Doesn’t 
Kill’, Manson has been blamed for several 
violent incidents across the United Sates. He was 
accused of inspiring a 13-year-old boy to commit 
suicide and more recently two other fans, Eric 


| Harris and Dylan Klebold, went on a murder 


spree at Columbine High School, Colorado. 

It is common to associate right-wing music 
with the neo-nazi skinhead subculture, but over 
the past few years a larger, and equally 
dangerous, genre of music has emerged which 
has strong links to national socialist ideology. 
This is the underground black metal scene. 

The term Black Metal first emerged in 1982, 
when the English band Venom released an album 
of the same name. Since then it has come to 
typify a particularly brutal form of heavy metal 
music. It is musically identified by its minimalist 
form, fast guitar riffs, hammering drums and 
unintelligible vocals, which are screamed or 
growled rather than sung. Misanthropic in its 
lyrical content, it perpetuates an acceptance of 
chaos and death. Originally inspired by the stage 
Satanism of bands such as Venom and Black 
Sabbath, the modern Black Metal bands mix real 
Satanic beliefs with Nordic paganism and 
xenophobia. 

It is easy to dismiss the imagery and lyrics of 
these bands as bizarre and politically irrelevant, 
yet this disguises some more worrying 
developments beneath the surface. While this 
may be so for many of the more commercial 
bands, it certainly is not for others. At 
mainstream concerts, fanzines and tapes from 
black metal bands who work to an extreme 
political agenda are widely available. 

In a recent interview in Bizarre, the © 
manager of Cradle of Filth’s record label says 
that followers of Cradle of Filth and other such 
bands are just play acting at being evil, but 
admits: “to be honest, the scene seems like the 
new wave of Goth, and Marilyn Manson has a lot 
to do with that. But he and Cradle of Filth are | 
just the tip of the iceberg. They’re on top; the big — 
thing’s actually underground. That’s where the | 
big network is, and that’s where all the strange ~~ 
stuff happens.” _ 

It is here where many fans find themselves 
unwittingly being drawn towards the political 
extremes of the scene and exploited by hardcore 
national socialists. Just as music can inspire, it 
can also kill. In a special investigation 
Searchlight uncovers the murky, and sometimes 
bizarre, world of the National Socialist Black 
Metal Underground. 


asked 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































tion by Chris Cayton 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































F MARILYN Manson is the 

most notable exponent of 

hardcore rock music, he 

is certainly not the most 

extreme. Behind him, and 
a number of commercially 
orientated Black Metal bands 
such as Cradle of Filth and 
Dimmu Borgir, lies a separate 
but interlocking subculture, 
National Socialist Black 
Metal. A loose network of 
nazis, it is also known as the 
Black Circle. 

Considerably more 
political than the general 
Black Metal scene, the 
organisers behind the Black 
Circle believe that the 
aggression and hate 
portrayed by their music and 
imagery should be channelled 
into actual deeds by 
themselves and their fans. 
There is no doubt that the 
influence of bands such as 
Burzum, Darkthrone, 
Mayhem, Emperor and others 
was a key element in the rash 
of church arsons and 
murders linked to the Black 
Metal scene around the 
world. 

Despite its nazi ideology, 
Black Circle material is 
widely available within the 
wider Black Metal scene. 
Fanzines and flyers are freely 
circulated at Black Metal 
concerts, while CDs and 
letters are regularly carried 
in more mainstream 
publications. While many of 
these magazines publicly 
distance themselves from the 
nazi ideology espoused by the 
Black Circle, they see no 
problem promoting their 
material. It is through this 
accessibility of Black Circle 
material in the mainstream 
that many Black Metal fans 





<find themselves drawn 


towards nazi politics. 

One of the leading 
activists within the Black 
Circle is the German national 
Hendrik Mobus, also known 
as Jarl Flagg Nidhoegg. 
Despite being only 22, Mobus 
has already served five years 
of a nine-year sentence for 
the murder of Sandro Beyer. 
The killing took place in 1993 
after Mobus and other 
members of his band, 
Absurd, lured Beyer to a 
secluded place. 

Mobus has shown no 
remorse for his crime and in 
a recent interview described 
his victim as a 
Volksschadling, roughly 
translated as a race defiler. 
The band even insulted the 
memory of Sandro Beyer 
after his murder by 
reproducing a photograph of 
his gravestone for the cover 
of their cassette tape 
Thuringian Pagan 
Madness. 

Absurd have a cult 
following in Germany as well 
as growing international 
support. The members of the 
band are considered martyrs 
to those who follow the 
underground Black Metal 
scene. 

Mobus is open about his 
fascism. When he was 
imprisoned he stated that all 
“the members of Absurd 
follow the theory of blood and 
soil and are part of the Aryan 
elite”. 

Despite a warning by the 
state Minister of Justice that 
he would be returned to 
prison if he continued his 
race hate activities, Mobus 
carries on regardless. Central 
to his activity is Darker than 





Black Records, a company he 
runs from his home town of 
Erfurt, in eastern Germany. A 
hardcore nazi music 
distribution business, it has 
extensive international links. 

For the anniversary of 
Hitler’s birthday on 20 April 
Mobus was due to release a 
CD consisting of a 
collaboration between Absurd 
and the American nazi band 
Birkenau. According to an 
advertisement for this CD 
posted on an Internet Black 
Metal discussion forum, it 
will: “feature two of the most 
controversial and extreme 
bands in the national 
socialist underground”. 

In conjunction with other 
nazi Black Metal bands, 
Absurd were one of the 
contributors to another 
recently released CD, The 
night and the Fog — a Tribute 
to the National Socialist 
Black Metal Underground. 
This is one of the vilest pro- 
nazi and violent collections of 
music available. Its release 
period was limited to one 
month and only 950 copies 
were pressed. Retailing at 
USS$14 (£8.75) worldwide 
and $12 within Europe, the 
CD has now sold out. 

As a promotional gimmick 
people who managed to buy 
one of the first 88 CDs from 
the American distributor 
Dungeons of Darkness 
qualified for the sick free gift 
of earth from Auschwitz. 

A statement 
accompanying the CD and 
aimed at the followers of 
mainstream Black Metal 
music states: “to those who 
think there is no other 
ideology behind Black Metal 
other than swilling horse piss 
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lack 


passed off as beer, wearing 
inverted crosses to scare old 
ladies, and growing your hair 
long because someone told 
you it was the thing to do, 
there is a gas chamber in 
your future”. 

The other bands featured 
on the CD include $$1488 
(Austria), Kristallnacht 
(France), Fullmoon, Wineta 
and Thunderbolt, (all 
Poland). 

According to the brief 
biographies accompanying 
the CD, all these bands 
flaunt their right-wing 
credentials. Wineta proclaim 
to “Stand in opposition to 
niggers, Jews and all other 
sub-human mongrels”, while 
$$1488 “use only darkwave 
elements and excerpts from 
speeches given by Adolf 
Hitler”. Kristallnacht’s 
project leader, Laurent, “has 
spent time in ZOG controlled 
prisons for his beliefs and 
cadaver desecration’, while 
Fullmoon “stands for the 
hatred of all things politically 
correct, commercialised, and 
does not further the Aryan 
race” [sic]. All the band 
members of Thunderbolt, 
with the exception of one, 
are “currently in jail for 
church burning and the 
murder of a sub-human”. 

Those producing the CD 
were assisted by one Mirko 
Hesslech, a key figure in the 
white power music 
organisation Hate Records 
and a leader of the German 
Hammerskins. When police 
raided Hesslech last year 
they found a large quantity of 
nazi hate material including 
some produced by Combat 
18. 

Mobus’s links with 











Hesslech highlight the close 
political links between the 
Black Circle and the nazi 
skinhead scene but this is not 
the only connection. Proof of 
skinhead/Black Metal 
crossover can be found in 
German editions of the Blood 
and Honour magazine. 
Recently it has carried 
articles and interviews with 
Varg Vikernes, the Norwegian 
Black Metal singer who is 
currently serving 21 years for 
murder, and the nazi Black 
Metal bands Spear of 
Longinus and Sigrbolt. 

These skinheads unite 
with the Black Metal nazis 
through other organisations 
such as the Heathen Front. 
The Heathen Front (HF) is 
organised in Germany, 
Sweden, Belgium, Iceland, 
Finland, Germany, Spain, and 
Russia. It is also allied to the 
Hellenic Pagan Front in 
Greece and the American 
Pagan front. 

The HF websites claim to 


A Hendrik Mobus 


be a resource for those who 
follow the ancient Nordic 
Asatru religion. The sites are 
full of nazi rhetoric and 
imagery and glowing praise of 
the Black Metal music scene. 
In a recent newsletter 
circulated to HF members 
Buri Qisling questioned the 
need for blood sacrifice to 
strengthen links to the 
ancient gods? 

He went on to say: “We 
have forgotten the meaning 
of life, the meaning of life has 
been suppressed by Judeo 
/Christianity”. He then adds 
“that to find that meaning of 
life it is necessary to believe 
we are making a blood 
sacrifice to the gods, we are 
right! The gods do exist, in 
us, in our race, in our pure 
blood.” Genuine followers of 
Nordic religions would find 
the corruption of their belief 
sickening. 


Qisling is a contributor fo 


the nazi magazine 


——— Its autumn 1998 


issue carried articles on 
Holocaust denial and the 
myth of racial equality as well 
as yet more interviews with 
Vikernes. 

It comes as no surprise 
that Vikernes and Mobus are 
to be found among the 
signatories of this newsletter. 

It is easy to dismiss the 
antics of Mobus and his 
Black Circle friends as the 
ravings of moronic loonies. 
But the activities of 
underground Black Metal 
bands across the globe 
suggest otherwise. 

In France members of the 
nazi Black Metal bands 
Blessed Sin and Kristallnacht 
desecrated a cemetery. After 
exhuming a body they drove 
an upside-down cross into the 
corpse’s chest. Police who 
raided their flats seized vast 
quantities of nazi 
propaganda. 

In 1998, Jon Nodtveidt, 
the Swedish singer and lead 
guitarist of the band 
Dissection, and a member of 
the Satanic Misanthropic 
Luciferian Order were jailed 
for eight and ten years 
respectively for their part in 
the murder of an Algerian 
man in Gothenburg. 

Supporters of the 
murderers vented their anger 
at the sentence through the 
pages of their Website. They 
claimed the sentences were 
too long, as the Algerian 
victim had no family in 


Sweden and was suspected of 


being gay. When asked why — 
they should support the 
murder of an innocent vict! 
they stated he was not _ 





The Russian Black Metal 
Brotherhood is the latest 
Black Circle to emerge from 
the East and has claimed 
responsibility for a number of 
criminal acts. During the past 
two years there have been 
arson attacks on churches 
and synagogues as well as 
numerous grave desecrations. 

Like the recent school 
shootings in Colorado, 
extreme Black Metal music 
has been blamed for inspiring 
its listeners to violence. In 
the small Finnish town of 
Hyvinge, three youths aged 
23, 20 and 17 were arrested 
for the murder of a friend 
after spending the evening 
drinking home-made spirits 
and listening to Black Metal 
music. The 23-year-old victim 
was subjected to torture 
before being dismembered 
and his body parts scattered 
all over the surrounding 
district. 

Finnish courts thought 
the crime so vile that most of 
the hearing took place behind 
closed doors. The court 
stated that further details of 
the case, apart from the 


verdict, would remain 


classified for at least 40 
years. 
The nazi-inspired Black 


Circle underground is growing _ 


fast, not only in its _ 
established areas of western — 
Europe and North America, 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Yv Annabel Lee of Blood Axis in performan 
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ANTIHUMAN 


Misanthropy Records oe 








Hadleigh in Suffolk may seem an 
for Britain’s Black Metal inner sancti 
is here, in this picturesque Englis 
that some of the key players reside. 
is it home to Cradle of Filth, a com 











2 Misanthropy Records, launched in 1993, plays a pivotal 
role in producing and distributing some of the most 
extreme Black Metal and industrial music in the world. 
Misanthropy produces a dozen bands through its own 
labels, as well as acting as distributor for approxi- 
mately another 50 acts. Its latest catalogue proudly 
boasts the entire back catalogue of the Norwegian 
Black Metal band Burzum, as well as CDs from bands 
as diverse as the Black Metal arsonists Mayhem to the 
Italian industrialists Ain Soph and Michael Moynihan’s 
Blood Axis. Apart from the distribution of CDs, 
Misanthropy does a thriving trade in publications, 
t-shirts, badges and videos. 

It is run by a 27-year-old German woman named 
Tiziana Stupia, who also goes under the name of 
Diamanda. 

Misanthropy was originally created to assist the 
Norwegian nazi Varg Vikernes, who sings as the one- 
man band Burzum, in releasing his musical material, as 
no other record company would entertain this fascist. 
Vikernes has an unenviable reputation for violent and 
extremist politics. 

In 1994 he was sentenced to 21 years in prison for 
the murder of the founder of Black Metal, Oystein 
» Aarseth, and for setting fire to historical churches. For 
these crimes Vikernes was fined a totalof 23 million 
Norwegian Kroner (£1.8 million). Despite this he has 
continued to be a — luence on the underground 
Black Metal t socialist politics. 

jated with Satanism, 

., Asked if he was a 

mazi publication, Fritt Forum, 

¢ n fave never been a Satanist. I 

_ on the other hand used the term in the meaning 

1 Opponent of all Jewish religions. Christendom, 

Satanism, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism etc are all foreign 

religions, which have nothing to do with our race”. 

Misanthropy has become the main supporter and 
promoter of Vikernes’s political and musical projects 
and despite his incarceration, it has little difficulty 
obtaining his work. Its mail order operation sells 
and promotes the entire Burzum catalogue of music 
and other merchandise including the notorious 
Burzum t-shirt and flag, “Support your local 
‘ Einsatzkommando”, which come complete with a 
“death’s-head symbol. Much of this seems to be organ- 
ised by Rainer, the main influence and writer of the 
Burzum website. 
Despite an announcement by Misanthropy that it 
.. Intends to cease business, it has only recently 
4 released the latest Burzum CD, Hlidskjalf. 




















_  Misanthropy is not solely a distributor of Black 
_ Metal music. Its catalogue contains a wide variety of 
~ musical styles. Indeed it has a sub-genre label, 

. Elfenblut, which specialises in what is known as dark 
_ ambient music. One thing binds them all. They are all 
> considered extreme forms of music and some of the 
is Auge similar, if not identical, politics to 





t Like many Ndtibutors of nazi music, Misanthropy 
claims that it can dissociate itself from the politics 
and philosophies of the artists. It claims to be uphold- 
ing free speech and simply to be providing a service to 
listeners. These claims fall flat, when one realises 
that its website is linked to some of the most extreme 
nazi sites across the world, including those of the 
Heathen Front and the Thulean brotherhood. 

Misanthropy’s extremist merchandise is not con- 
fined to the works of Vikernes. Among other items dis- 
tributed is material by the American band Blood Axis 
and Allerseelen, the musical project of the Austrian 
known as Kadmon 


Blood Axis is run by the Oregon-based extremist 
Michael Moynihan. Moynihan is a well known Satanist 
and nazi who has been an influence on the Black Metal 
scene since he wrote Lords of Chaos: the bloody rise 
of the Satanic Metal Underground. This book was writ- 
ten in conjunction with the former Morgenbladet jour- 
nalist Didrik Soderlind, who now plies his trade for the 
Norwegian edition of Playboy magazine. 

When Moynihan was asked by the Scottish based 
fanzine Compulsion whether he considered himself a 
fascist, he replied: “I will say outright: if fascism will 
restore some sense of order, discipline and responsi- 
bility to the world, then | am all for it”. 

One Blood Axis CD sold by Misanthropy Records is 
Blot - Live in Sweden. This album opens with a record- 
ing of a speech by the British fascist leader Sir 
Oswald Mosley, which begins “Brother blackshirts, my 
comrades in struggle. Our fight is for the soul and in 
that battle we go forward together until victory be 
won.” 

Politically, Moynihan courts controversy. His views 
range from outright fascism and Satanism, to a keen 
interest in paganism and social Darwinism. He denies 
being a nazi and has denounced the personality cult 
around national socialism, believing it too limited. 
However, when asked in an interview: “If you were 
given the opportunity to gas blacks and Jews, would 
you do it?” he replied: “If | were given the opportuni- 
ty to start the next Holocaust, | would definitely have 
far more lenient entrance requirements than the Nazis 
did”. 

Kadmon, the man behind Allerseelen, also pro- 
duces pamphlets on his particular form of nazi pagan- 
ism and ultra nationalism. Included in Allerseelen’s 
written works available from Misanthropy are tracts 
on Leni Riefenstahl, Vikernes, Nordic religions and the 
“volkish way”. His music includes the single Kaferlied 
which is a tribute to the nazi and occultist Ernst 
Junger. 

A more secretive figure involved in Misanthropy is 
Steven O’Malley. Formerly resident in England, 
O’Malley was deported back to Los Angeles in 1998 
after failing to extend his work permit. Despite return- 
ing to America, he remains connected to Misanthropy. 

Aside from Misanthropy, O’Malley produces and 
publishes the underground magazine Descent, a 
glossy and well produced publication for bands on the 
extreme fringes of music. The links with Misanthropy 
and those who are around them are obvious. As well 
as giving credits to Tiziana, O’Malley carries articles 
from Misanthropy’s friends Blood Axis and 
Allerseelen, alongside advertisements for the Nazi 
skin band Rahowa from Resistance Records and 
Burzum. 

Despite Misanthropy’s extensive mail order and CD 
operation, readers may be surprised to hear that the 
company, Misanthropy Records Ltd, has no income. 
The directors’ report attached to its latest financial 
statements, filed at Companies House, claims that the 
company has had no income or expenditure. And this 
seems to have been the case for the past four years. 
The explanation may be that Misanthropy is also the 
name of a linked unincorporated business, which 
would not have to file any accounts. 

Misanthropy Records Ltd may claim to be up for 
sale, but it is likely that it will re-eemerge in one form 
or another. The cynical may think that the timing of the 
sale is a little too convenient and aimed at deflecting 
any official interest in its links with Vikernes. 

If Misanthropy does re-emerge, there is little doubt 
that it will continue to promote the nazis who use its 
services as a badge of convenience. 
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by Sam King 


HE BNP has launched the biggest 

electoral campaign ever by a neo- 

nazi organisation in Britain, and 

is distributing 15 million leaflets 

for the European elections on 9 
June. Altogether, BNP material is likely to 
reach as many as 30 million people. This 
is quite separate from the five-minute 
television and radio party political 
broadcasts and hundreds of column 
inches in local papers. 

The BNP is standing candidates 
throughout England and Scotland. This is 
the equivalent to 600 parliamentary seats. 
In the 1997 general election the party 
contested only 55 seats. 

While the BNP’s chance of securing an 
MEP is nil, the party sees this election as a 
potential breakthrough. The BNP claimed 
to have received 3,000 inquiries after its 
more limited 1997 general election 
campaign and there is a real belief that 
the European elections will be the first 
step towards the BNP becoming the 
fourth political party in Britain. 

According to the party's latest internal 
documents, circulated to organisers only 
two months ago, the aim of the campaign 
is: “(i) To recruit; (ii) to win votes, and (iii) 
to sow in the public mind an awareness 
of the BNP including the fact that it is the 
serious, long-term opposition to British 
membership of the EU.” 

The election campaign is not coming 
cheap. In addition to the £50,000 of 
deposits required for the candidates, the 
BNP is having to spend at least another 
£75,000 producing the leaflets. Other 
campaigning costs, at a local and 
national level, push the total to nearly 
£140,000. 

Most of this money has been raised 
by the membership, but the leaders have 
had to dip into party coffers to meet the 
shortfall. Several thousand has been 
raised by American extremists, eager, in 
the words of the neo-nazi National 
Alliance leader, William Pierce, for their 
“beachhead in Europe’. 

Fearful of contravening the public 
order act, the BNP has ensured that its 
election literature is relatively tame, 
concentrating as it does on opposing the 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































single currency and “Saving British 
Freedom”. The leaflets also advertise the 
BNP’s sophisticated website, the aim 
being to entice people into contact with 
the party before it unleashes its true 
racist agenda. 

The anti-EU stance of much of its 
propaganda is also an attempt by the 
BNP to expand its raison d’étre, to 
something other than a party fixated with 
race. While this is unlikely to succeed, as 
racism is the BNP’s sole underlying 
agenda, the party hopes to attract 
disillusioned Conservative voters and the 
estimated two million traditional 
Conservatives who either abstained at 
the last election or voted for the 
Referendum Party or the UK 
Independence Party (UKIP). These plans 
will be somewhat undermined by 
Conservative leader William Hague’s 
decision to adopt a more Eurosceptic 
tone in the election. 

The battle in the South West region 
will provide a clear indication of the 
BNP’s long term prospects. Not only will 
the party’s candidates be competing 
against apathy and a strong Liberal 
Democrat presence, but they will also 
face the challenge of the anti-EU UKIP 
which has long seen the South West as its 
main area of operation. 

The South West, particularly 
Gloucestershire and Somerset, has seen 
some of the BNP’s most intense activity 
over the past two years, and the party 
cannot afford to allow the UKIP to 
strengthen its position, let alone secure 
an MEP. 

During a Euro-election planning 
meeting last year, the BNP toyed with the 
idea of offering a deal to the UKIP 
whereby the BNP would withdraw from 
the South West contest in return for UKIP 
not standing in London. In the event this 
was rejected, largely because of the fear 
that a UKIP candidate elected in the 
South West would enable the 
organisation to present itself as Britain’s 
fourth political party, further 
undermining the BNP’s own future. 

Even before the BNP was notified that 
it would have to contest every seat in 
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England to qualify for a television 
broadcast, a spoiling campaign was 
being organised to split the anti-EU 
vote in the South West. 

Another interesting contest will be 
in the West Midlands, home of the BNP 
family of Steve and Sharron Edwards. It 
is their family snap that adorns the BNP 
election literature. Despite contesting a 
longstanding National Front (NF) 
stronghold, the BNP achieved 
impressive local election results in May. 
With the NF not standing in June, the 
BNP now has the opportunity to secure 
its position as the dominant neo-nazi 
party in the region. 

Elsewhere, the BNP will be hoping 
to strengthen its support in the 
Lancashire towns of Rochdale, Oldham 
and Burnley, and the Yorkshire towns of 
Dewsbury, Bradford and Halifax. 

Despite London long being the 
party’s main area of activity, the BNP is 
organisationally in disarray there. With 
a diminishing membership, particularly 
in its former east London heartland, the 
BNP will be hoping to make inroads, in 
recruits at least, in the outlying areas of 
northeast and west London. 

The scale of the BNP campaign is 
unprecedented, not matched even by 
the NF during its heyday in the 1970s. 
However, all this means nothing if the 
party cannot retain people who show 
interest during the campaign. That is 
why the BNP is busy developing an 
infrastructure to accommodate this 
expansion. With a growing number of 
better trained and technically minded 
organisers, the BNP is confident it is on 
the verge of a political breakthrough. 

While that remains to be seen, the 
BNP will undoubtedly benefit from its 
huge campaign, recruit new members 
in areas where the party has not 
previously been organised and 
strengthen support in regions of 
existing activity. Yet, despite its attempts 
to portray itself as a respectable anti-EU 
political party, the BNP remains a neo- 
nazi organisation whose defining policy 
remains racism and a desire for ethnic 
cleansing in Britain. 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































‘Fraudsters and 
_ criminals lead 
BNP poll line-up 


With the BNP needing 79 candidates to stand 
on its slates in England and Scotland, it was 
no surprise that they were to include some 
undesirable members of society. Standing in 
the North East is Colin Smith, the BNP 
organiser for Dartford and the proud 
possessor of 17 criminal convictions. In the 
South West there is Barbara Packer, who, in 
1988, was fined after threatening a woman at 
a bus stop with an axe. This was only one of 
several convictions. In the East Midlands, BNP 
candidate Steven Belshaw was convicted for 
his part in a C18 attack on a local anti-fascist 
in 1993. 
lan Dell, the BNP’s former chief steward, 
is standing in the South East. Dell was 
convicted in 1993 for an attack on a black 
man after an election count. Publishing the 
BNP material is Richard Edmonds, the party’s 
number two. He served six months’ in prison 
for his part in a group attack on a mixed race 
“couple. 
. In Scotland, the BNP’s close relationship 
__ with football hooligans is clearly demonstrated 
by the fact that at least two of the party’s 
eight candidates were deported from France 
during the World Cup for football violence. 
However it is on election fraud where the 
BNP may come unstuck. Across the country 
BNP members have lied on their election 
forms by not giving their true home 
addresses. In at least one region, the North 
East, the returning officer has called in the 
lice to investigate this fraud. 
__ As Searchlight goes to press it is 
unclear whether the law allows for the 
val of these candidates before polling 
f it does then the whole BNP campaign, 
ding the party’s right to a TV broadcast, 
rown into doubt. If it does not, then the 
ust be changed or the BNP will continue 
ake a mockery of democracy. 















To ban or not to ban? 


by Nick Lowles and Steve Silver 


have sent through Britain have led some people to 

demand the banning of the most overtly extreme 
nazi groups. Writing in The Observer, the leading human 
rights’ lawyer Michael Mansfield said: “To allow groups 
who promote racial hatred to continue is a denial of the 
rule of law”. His view has been taken up by the National 
Assembly Against Racism and the Labour MP Ken 
Livingstone. 

Mansfield continued: “The real benefit of ... proscrib- 
ing organisations is to demonstrate to the Afro-Carribeans, 
Jews, Asians and gays, and for that matter to the police 
themselves, that we mean business. It sets a clear agenda 
to which we should all adhere, namely fundamental 
human rights.” 

While it is an understandable response in the light of 
the three bomb attacks, banning groups is not only inef- 
fective against the type of threat posed by nazis, but mis- 
guided and potentially dangerously counter-productive. 
Indeed, it is not new laws that are required, but the proper 
implementation of existing legislation. 

Quite who would be banned would obviously be a mat- 
ter for the police and the Home Secretary. Considering that 
the authorities seemed to have no prior record of the man 
accused of the London bombing, it is open to question 
whether any banning would have had any preventative 
effect on his actions. 

Banning a group will not automatically curtail the 
activities of those associated with it. They may not be able 
to use the name, at least openly, but it does not stop them 
from operating politically. With increasing emphasis 
placed on small group action, much of it guided by the 
political philosophies of William Pierce and Louis Beam 
(see pages 6 and 7), it is debatable whether the banning of 
a group will have any effect. 

When Combat 18 (C18) embarked on its letter bomb 
campaign in January 1997, it was organised by a handful of 
British members working in cooperation with Thomas 
Nakaba, a Danish supporter. Other C18 members in 
Britain were not privy to the exact details of their plan, 
while those organising it in London were unaware of the 
identities of the people Nakaba was going to involve in 
Denmark. It is unlikely that banning C18 would have done 
anything to avert the bombing campaign. 

It could be argued that had a group like C18 not exist- 
ed then those who masterminded the letter bomb 
campaign would not have become exposed to the terrorist 
theories of the US nazis. While there may be an element of 
truth in this, the logical conclusion would then be to ban 
every far-right group. That would include the British 
National Party and the National Front because they are 
almost always the interface between the public and the 
more terror-inclined groups. 


Te SHOCKWAVES that the recent London bombings 


And what do we say about the Conservative and 
Labour Parties which incite racism through their victimi- 
sation of refugees and legislation such as the Immigration 
and Asylum Bill? What then do we do about the local and 
national press which incite racism through their outra- 
geous articles about refugees? Once you start banning, 
where do you stop? 

However, is this a sensible political act? Not only would 
these groups be driven underground and given an air of 
mystique in the eyes of some in society, in the process the 
much more difficult question of why people become 
involved in such groups would be ignored. If all nazi 
groups are banned then some of the people attracted to 
the more violent aspects of their ideology will simply find 
another avenue to enact their sick and deranged fantasies. 

Banning nazi groups has been a tactic used by the 
German authorities since the war. After the defeat of Nazi 
Germany, the National Socialist German Worker's Party 
was outlawed as a criminal organisation in both the East 
and West of the country. A result of the trials at Nuremberg, 
the ban was a necessary part of the denazification process 
in a country where, as a result of state power, the Nazis 
had spread their tentacles far and wide into the fabric of 
society. 

Since reunification, and the upsurge in nazi violence, 
other groups have also found themselves banned. 
Between 1992 and 1995 several nazi groups were made 
illegal. However, there is little evidence to suggest that this 
had any effect on far-right violence. Their members did 
not stop becoming nazi activists, but simply reorganised 
themselves under a different title or joined other groups. 

The Nationale Liste was banned in the mid-1990s and 
resurfaced intact as the Norddeutsche Aktionbiindnis 
alliance. The Nationalistische Front was also banned in 
1992 and its cadres flooded into the Junge 
Nationaldemokraten and its parent organisation, the NPD. 

While the German government could claim to the out- 
side world that it was taking the matter in hand, the real 
criminality and violence were going unchecked. The bans 
were not implemented until 1994, the government being 
content to ignore nazi violence during 1990 to 1993, the 
period of the greatest level of nazi street violence since the 
days of the Weimar Republic. The reason was because it 
was willing to manipulate the violence to ease the passage 
of a change in Germany's formerly liberal asylum laws. 

The talk of banning groups is a dangerous reaction to 
recent events. It is also desperate and ill-informed. Enough 
laws currently exist to deal with most nazi activity, what 
has been lacking is the political will to enforce them. 

Racist activities, whether in the form of publishing and 
distributing literature, speeches, physical attacks, or 
indeed anything else, are already beyond the law in 
Britain. Most are covered by the Public Order Act of 1986. 
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Section 18 covers threatening or abusive behaviour, while 
section 19 relates to the distribution of material likely to 
incite racial hatred. Live performances and speeches are 
covered in section 20, while section 21 refers to distribu- 
tion of visual or recorded sounds and images. 

In addition there are other sections of the Public Order 
Act (1986) and a plethora of other laws relating to violence, 
assault and terrorism. 

If the political will were there, the government, Crown 
Prosecution Service and police service could severely cur- 
tail racist activity almost overnight. The vast majority of 
far-right supporters are cowards and at the threat of legal 
proceedings, or seeing their friends hauled before the 
courts, would balk from future activity. 

Until now, the political will has been severely lacking. 
Racist material is often ignored or prosecutions are not 
carried out properly. Anthony Hancock has been the main 
nazi printer in Britain for over 20 years. Despite producing 
C18, Blood and Honour, National Front and British 
National Party material, much of it illegal, he has never 
once been prosecuted for this. 

Even when action is taken, it is often very limited. In 
1996 Searchlight revealed that the illegal and racist 
Barbecue in Rostock CD, by the C18 band No Remorse, had 
been produced at the Nimbus plant in Wales. 

Whether it was a decision by the police or the CPS, the 
band members and the distributors of the CD escaped the 
courts. Only Leighton Jones, the C18 patsy who actually 
took the CD into the plant, was prosecuted. 

If the authorities had taken the issue seriously they 
could have quite easily shut down the entire C18 music 
and magazine distribution network. This is a network that 
raised over £200,000 through its music operation between 
1994 and 1997 and it was from these proceeds that C18 
funded its letter bomb campaign. 

Today almost every British far-right group funds its 
activities through music and CDs. Much of this material 
contravenes existing public order laws, to say nothing of 
tax evasion and fraudelent social security claims as a 
result of the undeclared income. If there was the political 
will, the entire neo-nazi music movement could be seri- 
ously curtailed with incredible speed. 

Apart from jail sentences where applicable, this would 
result in the movement being starved of its greatest fund- 
ing resource. The knock-on effect would be considerable. 
Groups could be prosecuted out of existence as their lead- 
ing members found not only that their activities were 
beyond the law, as is already the case, but crucially that 
action would be taken against them so that they would 
feel the full force of the law. 

Furthermore, many committed racists, who are mem- 
bers of organisations, are also involved in all sorts of other 
criminality, as Searchlight reveals regularly. Almost the 
entire leadership of the British National Party could be 
behind bars or facing large fines if prosecutions were 
taken up more vigorously and judges passed maximum 
sentences. 

When all this is said and done, calling on the authori- 
ties to enforce laws is not a substitute for grassroots anti- 
fascism. Opposing nazis at every opportunity and physi- 
cally preventing them from organising must continue to 
be the cornerstone of anti-fascist work. 

Banning one or two high profile organisations is a 
kneejerk reaction to a terrible terrorist campaign. 
However, it is not what is needed or required. Banning 
breeds complacency, allows us to believe all is OK and that 
the government is acting efficiently and effectively. Yet it 
would do nothing to prevent the real problem, racial 
crime. Far-right activists need to feel the full might of the 
law though, and in the light of the recent bombing cam- 
paigns, the time to act is now. 
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From, the 


archives 


20 Years Ago June 1979 
France: Antisemites step up bomb 
campaign 


Aseries of bomb attacks in France is 

casein do thought to be the work of extreme 
maareesr right antisemitic groups. 

Sor oe bo heetincs After an explosion injured twenty 

Haan, 79| people at a Jewish youth hostel fol- 

AF Internal wrangle lowing the signing of the Israeli- 

Selcend Brice Cops | _EGyptian peace treaty, another bomb 
Webster's patriotic went off at a monument to Georges 
Mandel, a French Jewish Interior 
Minister who was murdered by 
French collaborationists during the Nazi occupation. 

Only days later, the Paris offices of Le Monde were 
bombed by a group calling itself The League of French 
Fighters Against the Jewish Occupation, who claimed that 
the attack was “against the media who are the accom- 
plices of Jewish tyranny”. 

In addition to these outrages, attacks have taken place 
on Jewish synagogues in different parts of the country. 
Two synagogues were ransacked in Strasbourg in mid- 
April, and swastikas daubed on another in Antibes, south- 
ern France. 
























































































































































RF members pack Next file show 


10 Years Ago June 1989 
NF ‘loonies’ say UDA and Libyans 


7y7 In an unprecedented step, the 
~’_ | Libyan Government has made avail- 
“| able to Searchlight, for its exclusive 
i "| use, a copy of a political begging let- 
if“) ter sent to them by NF “Tripoli 
r \ 1 Faction” chief Derek Holland. The 
Sqql_ letter, sent on behalf of the NF’s 
iY directorate, arrived on Colonel 
Gaddafy’s desk via his Australian 
contact man, Robert Pash, before 

three of the NF chiefs visited Libya last September. 

The brown nose tone of the letter and the eventual 
meeting between Holland, Patrick Harrington and Nick 
Griffin and senior Libyan officials appear to have had the 
absolute opposite effect to what the NF had hoped for. 

After meeting the terrible trio in Tripoli, Gaddafy’s top 
level advisors suggested that they had nothing more to do 
with the Front. The clincher appeared to be the manic 
behaviour of Derek Holland. One official is reported to 
have said, “He was so strange, he made Harrington and 
Griffin appear reasonable”. 

They appeared to be faring no better in Ulster. Already 
having to withdraw their full-time officer John Field from 
active political work, they have been now given the 
thumbs down by the Ulster Defence Association. In the 
April edition of the UDA magazine, Ulster, the Political 
Soldier wing of the NF is forcefully denounced and, ina 
separate article, the other wing of the NF appears to get at 
least a partial blessing. This may well explain the increas- 
ing street level co-operation on mainland Britain between 
these two organisations, plus the British National Party. 
The latter appearto have a UDA goon squad on tap at most 
of their public meetings. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































fundraising efforts for the European elections has 

been exposed as a nazi front. Tyr Services, which 
is advertised every month in BNP publications, is run 
from Milton Keynes by two longstanding BNP nazis, 
Richard Fawcus and Mark Penton. It is a mail order ser- 
vice selling CDs, flags, historic posters and white pride 
music videos — many with an overt nazi message. 

One CD sold by Tyr Services, and regularly adver- 
tised in Spearhead, is White Pride - World Wide 3. 
Produced in Sweden, it is a collection of nazi hate mate- 
rial from European bands. The CD cover features sieg- 
heiling German youths, while the inside sleeve has 
quotes from Josef Goebbels and the deceased American 
nazi Ben Klassen. 

The songs themselves are no less extreme. Vote with 
a Bullet encourages violence and revenge against 
“Zion”; while In Our Minds is a tribute to Hitler’s hench- 
man Rudolf Hess. A Fine Day to Die contains Holocaust 
denial lyrics, and Allegiance includes the words: 
“We're national socialist skinheads and we hail to the 
Fuhrer”. 

Another CD recently released by Tyr Services is Our 
Europe ... Not Theirs, featuring music from Celtic 
Warrior, Germania, Spearhead, Avalon and Warlord. The 
proceeds from this CD “will go to help the Party’s Euro 
election campaign 1999”. Other BNP material is sold at 
Tyr Services stalls at Blood and Honour concerts. 

Ricky Fawcus is well known to Searchlight. Active in 


A CENTRAL element of the British National Party’s 













































































TYR SERVICES AY 


For Your Complete Catalogue of 
PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS - CD’s 
VIKING & HISTORIC POSTERS 


Also Official Distributors for Resistance Records = j “8 
Please write to :- 
BCM TYR SERVICES 





nazi politics since the age of 13, he originally joined the 
National Front but moved to the BNP in the late 1980s, 
becoming the party’s Milton Keynes organiser. It was 
under his stewardship that the then organisers of Blood 
and Honour, Neil Parrish, Nick Marsh and Kirk Barker, 
all joined the BNP. 

Fawcus was one of the BNP’s most committed 
activists, but two events forced him to leave the country. 
An early entrepreneurial adventure, mass-producing 
nazi videos, proved a short-lived exercise as it became 
apparent that he was pirating other people’s material. 
At roughly the same time Fawcus married a Swedish 
skingirl and as the temperature rose at home, he upped 
sticks and moved to Sweden. 

Some time last year he and his wife returned to 
Milton Keynes and it was not long before he teamed up 
with Penton, another local BNP activist, to form Tyr 
Services. Between them they have created a formidable 
and very profitable operation. People attending recent 
Blood and Honour concerts have noticed Fawcus and 
Penton taking over £1,000 at most events. These sales 
come on top of orders received by mail. 

Quite what the tax man will make of this illicit busi- 
ness is unclear. The Inland Revenue and Customs and 
Excise might want to claw back some of the money 
before Fawcus and the BNP fritter it all away. In light of 
the recent London bombings, the police too might like 
to investigate the race hate material the Milton Keynes 
duo are selling. 
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WHITE PRIDE MUSIC - VIDEOS A ay S 





News from t 


AS THE British National 
Party rolls into the Euro- 
elections, the air is full of 
hypocrisy and cant. The 
whole back page of its 
monthly rag, Spearhead, is 
filled by a statement pro- 
claiming: “The BNP is nota 
racist party”. It goes on to 
quote some highly dubious 
research into the genetic 
make-up of the British peo- 
ple. 

Butifyou wantto see the 
reality of the BNP’s position 
onrace, you have to turn to 
the party’s book lists that fill 
two closely-typed pages. 
Here you will find garbage 
from dozens of racists and 
Jew baiters. 

Better still, turn to the 
report of the visit by the 
BNP’s boss in Scotland, 
Steve Cartwright, tothe USA 
recently. The first hint is the 
picture of him with the for- 
mer Klan leader David Duke 
andthe reference to his con- 
tact in the States with Mark 
Cotterill, in self-imposed 
exile from Britain and well 
known to Searchlight read- 

_ers from his photo at the 
annual nazi rally in 
Diksmuide, Belgium, with 
the convicted nazi killer 
Charlie Sargentand another 
Combat 18 criminal nutter, 
MarkAtkinson. 

But it is Cartwright’s 
choice of words that spells 
out the BNP’s true feelings. 
He describes New York as 
“Zoo City”, a term dear to 
everyrace haterin the USA. 

Intherun-uptotheelec- 
tion itis very important for 
the fascists to get their ideas 
into print. Their Media 
Rebuttal Unit, which swings 
into action every time 


somebody writes or broad- 
casts the truth about the 
BNP is staffed by men who 
use aseries of cover names, 
such as Phil Edwards and 
Jeffrey George. More on 
these creatures anon. 

The fascists would, how- 
ever, have been only too 
pleased with two recent 
glaring examples of editori- 
al failure by the media. A let- 
ter appeared in the East 
London Advertiser purport- 
ingto come from one Jeffrey 
Hamm froma non-existent 
address in Tower 
Hamlets.Thewriterclaimed 
tohave beenan officerofthe 
Anti-Nazi League between 
1972 and 1977. In fact the 
ANL was not formed until 
Che 

The real Jeffrey Hamm 
was the postwar leader of 
the Oswald Mosley’s fan 
club and died several years 
ago. The letter was about 
Mosley’s alleged support in 
east London and claimed 
that anti-fascists were 
brought in from outside. 
The Advertiser's editor 
accepted the wasa hoax, but 
declined to publish letters 
of complaint and added 
insult to injury by printing a 
letter from the National 
Frontin the verynextissue. 

However it is the South 
Wales Argus that wins the 
prize for disgusting journal- 
ism by printing a letter from 
one J Beese from Newport, 
in which the writer claims 
thatthe recent terror bomb- 
ings took place because 
people are not allowed to 
criticise Asians, blacks and 
gays. The headline over the 
letter read: “When violence 
canbe predictable”. 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A Flying the flag - Colin Smith on an 


anti-euro platform 


A Searchlight reader 
contacted the editor of the 
Argus and complained to 
the police and the South 
East Wales Council for 
Racial Equality. Ifthe editors 
of the Argus and the East 
London Advertiser are 
unable to reassure their 
readers that they have taken 
steps to prevent similar 
letters being published in 
the future, the Press 
Complaints Commission 
could well be asked to take 
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AS 





Aion 


an interest in the matter. 

On the platform, along- 
side the leaders of the 
Freedom Association, Tory 
Teddy Taylor and the United 
Kingdom Independence 
Party, stood that well known 
nazi and recidivist criminal 
of the BNP, Colin Smith, 
Union flag in hand. Atleast 
on this occasion he was not 
wearing his swastika arm 
band. Clearly patriotism of 
this type is the last refuge of 
knaves and scoundrels. 





" x Wee 
Atak: Seon 
Gerry Gable 
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Asian Dub Foundation formed in 1993 


ith a desire to create challe cs. » 
ay : Si of 3 
| sian in Britain. pale 


ice honed their radical 
music consisting of punishing © ee 
qr: , tap polemic, punk : 
fitude and traditional Ingian sounds 

ited by technology. Advocates of 
it young a playing rather 

























































































































































§ tpal wt Naxalite. They took a 
break from recording their forthcoming 
album to talk to Steve Silver about 


Englishness, identity and Cool 
Britannia. , , Fae | 
| ; j 
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Chandrasonic The issue of devolution has 
highlighted the question of identity in Britain. 
Because this country is so hung up on ideas 
of national identity, we end up talking about 
Welshness or Scottishness or Englishness 
when the real issue is ultimately an 
instrumental and political question. It doesn’t 
necessarily have to have anything to do with 
mythical notions of national identity or 
ethnicity. 


Pandit G The debate ends up with talk of 
Englishness or Scottishness because devolved 
power is really window dressing. When it 
comes to ourselves, we wouldn’t define 
ourselves as one thing or another, we don’t 
see ourselves rooted in England particularly. 
The Asian community in Britain in the 1950s 
is completely different from the Asian 
community throughout the world today. There 
is a diaspora that extends throughout Africa 
into Europe and across America. That gives a 
different point of view to people. 


Chandrasonic What we do with our music 
is subvert the label Asian as well as promote 
it. 


Pandit G Rather than make it exclusive we 
make the term Asian inclusive. When we get 
Japanese fans coming up to us saying “well 
we’re Asian too” we agree. Asian is a generic 
term now. Asian represents two-thirds of the 
world’s population. 


Dr Das You’ve got to question who has come 
up with these terms in the first place. When | 
was little | was told by my parents that | was 
Indian. Then one day when | was 13, | found | 
was Asian. | think that was something to do 
with the Ugandan situation. Then when | was 
20, | was told | was South Asian. Then we go 
over to America and we find that Asian means 
Japanese, Chinese, Korean, and South Asian 
refers to people from the Indian subcontinent. 
It’s the same principle, White Americans have 
defined Hispanics, Puerto Ricans, Chicanos. 
They come up with those terms, those 
communities don’t come up with them. My 
parents didn’t invent the term Asian. We’ve 
said this a thousand times, there is no 
culture on this planet that is pure. Any 
language, musical form, anything. Sometimes 
_ a generation forgets where it came from and 

the route that was taken to that particular 
geographical place and they get this mythical 
notion of purity. They say “We've always lived 
in the East End, it’s always been white”. No! 
Your grandparents were French and Germans, 
you’re descended from Huguenots, Poles and 
whatever. Before that Saxons, Vikings. Billy 
Bragg was right when he said that in March’s 
Searchlight. 


Pandit G Englishness as we know it has 
been defined through the Empire. This is what 
tells people they are English, they never felt 
that by themselves. This has come out of a 
racist and colonialist mentality. Most white 
people have swallowed this. It’s not really 
their culture though. In the Northeast your 
culture should be informed by fighting the 


government in the 1930s, the same in 
Glasgow with Red Clydeside. People forget 
about these things because they aren’t taught 
them. The trade union movement has a 
crucial role to play when it comes to identity 
because of its history of internationalism; 
people should be inspired by the Welsh 
miners who went to Spain in the 1930s to 
fight fascism. 


Chandrasonic The monarchy in this country 
is part of how Englishness is defined, yet it is 
a relatively new institution. With mass 
suffrage the right wing had to find something 
to attract the working class. It was at the end 
of the last century that the monarchy became 
the monarchy like it is now, something that 
defines Englishness. 


Pandit G In the Middle Ages English people 
would have identified themselves as whether 
they were for the monarchy or against it, 
Cromwellians or not. That goes right up to the 
Tolpuddle martyrs and the Jarrow strikers. 
This wasn’t an Englishness from above but 
one that related to their experiences. 


Chandrasonic The defence of hereditary 
peerage in the House of Lords revolves 
around Englishness. It is used to keep things 
as they are. Issues of national identity are 
tools, a battleground. The very notions of 
identity and culture have to be examined and 
dismantled. 


Pandit G People moved around Britain for 
work in a way that didn’t happen in many 
other countries. This created a need to build 
a national identity and at the same time to 
develop scientific racism so that they could 
control the colonies. 


Dr Das The notion of nationalism is itself 
only a few centuries old. 


Pandit G If white communities are going to 
shake off the nationalist agenda that comes 
from the top down then it becomes a class 
analysis, which is why no one wants to touch 
it. What about the struggles that have been 
forgotten, from land reformers right up to the 
ramblers’ movement in the 1930s? 


Chandrasonic In the next two or three 
years we are going to see a lot of talk about 
national identity with the Euro and everything. 
The Blairites will say that this is not against 
national identity but a flowering of it. 


Sun-J It is not about national identity but 
about one type of capitalist versus another. 


Pandit G Some of the press coverage we 
have had shows the kind of issues that have 
to be dealt with. When The Guardian reviewed 
one of our gigs they said, well there’s five 
Asians on stage, they’re talking about Asian 
issues but their music isn’t Asian. 


Dr Das Let’s turn that on its head. What is 
being said is because they are not using 
sitars and tablas, not playing classical Indian 


27 Searchlight June 1999 


rifts, then they don’t fulfil the usual 
stereotypes so their music isn’t Asian. We’re 
saying that by the very fact that five Asian 
guys are playing the kind of music that we do 
then it has become part of our culture. 
Anybody from any culture can do that and 
that’s what we’re saying. You could say that 
the Beatles were not playing British music, it 
was taken from Motown, but no one today 
says they were playing African music. Asian 
people are listening to anything from Prodigy 
to Oasis right through to Bhangra and Jungle. 
We listen to the same thing as everyone else, 
the only difference is that our skin colour is 
different and we might have a different 
starting point because of the culture that our 
parents brought with them from India. Of 
course there is no such thing as pure Indian 
culture either. When was it a normal part of 
Indian culture to wear three-piece suits and 
for judges in Indian courts to wear wigs? 
That’s been incorporated into the Indian 
culture from the British over hundreds of 
years. 


Pandit G It’s the same with Hindi film 
music. It’s taken its influence from everything 
including rock ’n’ roll, funk, disco and surf 
guitar music. 


Dr Das In India there is a bit more of an 
awareness of different influences, partly 
because our languages haven’t become one 
with different accents, which it is in Britain. 
There were different languages in Britain and 
you still have Welsh and Gaelic today but they 
are marginalised. 


Pandit G The right wing in India wants to 
bring about a Hindification of the country. It’s 
the same principle, it means attacking 
Christians and it means attacking Muslims as 
well. 


Dr Das Fascists are the same everywhere, 
it’s just the location that’s different. They 
come up with the same myths of national 
identity that supposedly go back 2,000 years. 
ADF came about so that we could express 


‘some of these things and what it’s like 


growing up 20 or 30 years in Britain. 


Deedar Quadas Ali getting jumped was the 
real catalyst for us though. 


Sun-J The Cool Britannia thing is a modern 
and trendy form of the same problems. 


Pandit G Cool Britannia was an attempt to 
culturally reinstate a mythical whiteness. It 
came at a time when it looked like the 
monarchy was in serious trouble. For icons to 
wear Union Jack shirts made by fashionable 
designers, coupled with the music, which 
portrays a mythical idea, is worrying. It took 
its cue from the 1960s when Britain thought 
it was a superpower, the Beatles were in their 
heyday and you had swinging London. The 
most revolutionary form of music produced 
recently in Britain is Jungle though, but that 
doesn’t fit into the plan of a new England and 
Cool Britannia. 





By Leonard 
Zeskind 


Institute for 
Research and 
Education on 
Human Rights 


Rorschach at Columbine High 
tests US psyche 


IKE THE bombing of the Oklahoma City federal 

building four years earlier, aftershocks from the 

Colorado schoolhouse killings will reverberate long 

after the last grief-stricken burial. On 20 April, Eric 
Harris and Dylan Klebold shot 13 dead at a Littleton, 
Colorado high school, before killing themselves. Now 
debate about media violence, computer games, moral 
decline, and gun control reaches from the factory shop 
floor down to the halls of Congress. Discussion about 
youth subcultures which glorify Hitlerism, however, has 
been only a subtext. And the fact that all the teen school- 
yard shooters in a string of mass murders have been white 
males has been left unexamined by white people. 

Klebold and Harris were associated with a loose-knit 
group which called itself the Trench Coat Mafia. About a 
dozen white students got together two years ago, defined 
mostly by their cultural style. They wore long black coats, 
berets and steel-toed shoes, as well as swastikas and Iron 
Crosses. Some painted their faces with makeup, although 
Klebold and Harris did not. They listened to Marilyn 
Manson, as well as the German bands Rammstein and 
KMFDM. Klebold and Harris often spoke in German and 
talked about Adolph Hitler. 

In February 1998 the two were put on probation by 
juvenile authorities after breaking into a van. According to 
diary entries, they then started planning their own killing 
spree at the height of a rash of schoolyard shootings. On 1 
October 1997, a 16-year-old in Mississippi had killed his 
mother and then shot nine schoolmates, killing two. On 1 
December 1997, a 14-year-old in Kentucky left three dead 
and five wounded at his school. On 24 March 1998 in 
Arkansas, two boys shot and killed four girls and a teacher. 
And on 21 May, a 15-year-old shot and killed both his par- 
ents and two students and wounded 20 others in Oregon. 

It was at that time, in March 1998, that Eric Harris start- 
ed setting off bombs. A neighbour, Randy Brown, filed a 
complaint with the sheriff’s office, but to no effect. Four 
months later, in July 1998, someone shot a paint ball 
through Brown's garage window, spattering his cars, and 
Brown filed another complaint, naming Harris as the van- 
dal. At the time, Harris also operated his own Internet site 
and made threats on the Internet against the Brown fami- 
ly. But the sheriff's office still did little, claiming they could 
not gain access to that web address. (Can anyone imagine 
the same slothful attitude by law enforcement towards 
reports that black teenagers were setting off bombs and 
making threats?) Apparently the bomb-making operation 
continued until the end. 

Then Klebold and Harris started acquiring guns: two 
shotguns, a 9mm carbine and a TEC-9 pistol with a 32- 
round magazine. At least two of the long guns were bought 
at a gun show by Klebold’s girlfriend, Robyn Anderson, 


shortly after she turned 18 — the legal age of purchase. The 
TEC-9 was bought by a 22-year-old friend, Mark Manes, 
also at a gun show. Manes then illegally sold the gun to 
Klebold or Harris in February. (Manufacture, but not sale, 
of the TEC-9 had been previously banned. Sales to a minor, 
however, are illegal.) In the month before the school shoot- 
ing, Klebold, Harris, Manes and others went to the moun- 
tains on three separate occasions to fire the semi-auto- 
matic TEC-9 and other weapons. 

Five days before the shooting, Eric Harris’s application 
to enlist in the Marine Corps was rejected after a meeting 
with a recruiter revealed that he was taking a prescription 
anti-depressant drug. Two days later both Harris and 
Klebold happily partied at their school prom. They were 
reported to be “in pretty good spirits”. 

Then at 11.30 am on the anniversary of Hitler’s birth, 
the two walked into the Columbine High School cafeteria 
and started shooting and throwing bombs. They apparent- 
ly worked their way from room to room, making racist 
remarks and giggling at their victims. Of the 13 dead, one 
was a teacher who helped students escape, 11 were Anglo, 
one was Latino and the other was a black athlete. Four 
were girls. At least 23 others were wounded, eight of them 
critically, with one partially brain-damaged by two bullets 
to the head. Klebold and Harris then shot themselves. 

More than 30 home-made explosives were recovered in 
the school, including pipe bombs, hand grenades and two 
propane tanks rigged to explosives. Many were found in 
backpacks similar to that used by the Olympic Park 
bomber in 1996. 

Almost immediately public discussion among white 
people broke down into two loosely defined camps. One 
emphasised the importance of weapons and sought 
tighter controls, particularly of unregistered sales at gun 
shows — where both Anderson and Manes had bought 
weapons used at Columbine school. Two weeks after the 
shooting, public outcry forced the National Rifle 
Association to trim its three-day convention to just one 
day. Still, 8,000 people protested in the streets outside the 
NRAs hall. And in mid-May, when Senate Republicans 
scuttled a gun control measure, public backlash forced 
them to reconsider. A watered-down compromise mea- 
sure is being considered as Searchlight goes to press. 

The second camp is emphasizing “cultural decline”. 
Christian right ideologue Gary Bauer blamed the “bisexu- 
ality” of the (Gothic) youth subculture, for example. 
Former Congressman Newt Gingrich blamed “35 years of 
liberalism’. One wonders if those 35 years include the 
Reagan-Bush years when Klebold and Harris were born 
and the welfare busting and immigrant bashing years 
when they came of age. 

Part two of Rorschach will appear in July. 
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WORLDVIEW 


in brief... 


Top nazis acquitted 


The veteran German nazi Manfred Roeder, a convicted 
terrorist killer, has been acquitted by a Hamburg court 
of insulting the German constitution. In a television 
broadcast in December 1997, he had stated that mem- 
bers of the then German government were “traitors to 
the Fatherland” and had all “earned death”. The prosecu- 
tion had demanded a seven-month custodial sentence. 

In Berlin, the nazi thug Arnulf-Winfried Priem was 
acquitted of distributing nazi symbols in a calendar 
published when he was in jail for weapons offences. The 
court found that the prosecution had not been able sat- 
isfactorily to prove its case. 

Heinz Frank was less fortunate. In a case heard in 
April, the 55-year-old former leader of the Republikaner 
group on Frankfurt city council was found guilty and 
jailed for a year for embezzling almost £14,000 from his 
party’s funds. 


Wiking Jugend ban stays 


A Berlin court has decided not to lift the ban on the 
German nazi Wiking Jugend (Viking Youth) organisation. 
The WJ, which at one time had an offshoot in the UK, 
was held to be “akin to the Hitler Youth” and “to have 
campaigned against the constitutional order of the 
Federal Republic’. 

Rejecting the WJ’s application, the presiding judge 
Werner Meyer said that the organisation was “racist and 
antisemitic’, used symbols and terms belonging to the 
Nazi period and “sought the replacement of parliamen- 
tary democracy with a ‘national socialist Fiihrer-state’”. 
The W)’s lawyer Hans-Giinter Eisenecker, a member of 
the executive committee of the Nationaldemokratische 


Partei Deutschlands (NPD), said that the only alternative : 
> ganda package. But it still has credibility problems. The 
: SD opted to stand by the leader of the French Front 
* National, Jean-Marie Le Pen, following his party’s split, in 
: the hope of gaining cash support from his Euro-Nat set- 
: up, which groups together a number of racist and anti- 
* democratic parties. 


_left to the WJ would be to take its case to the constitu- 
tional court. 


Revisionist arrested 


The Australian Auschwitz liar Dr Frederick Tében was 
arrested in Mannheim in April and charged with incite- 
ment and the distribution of Holocaust denial and nazi 
propaganda in printed form and on the Internet. 

German-born Tében, 55, who was sacked from his 
teaching post in Goroke, near Adelaide, runs his own 
revisionist body, the so-called Adelaide Institute, and 
claimed that he was in Germany to “challenge the 
authorities on the freedom of speech issue”. 

Tében’s travel plans included trips to the Ukraine, 


of Nick Griffin, the recently convicted would-be leader 
of the British National Party. Present also was another 
German revisionist, Germar Rudolf. 


SWEDEN 


: By Stieg Larsson in Stockholm 


: THE FASCIST Sweden Democrats (SD) are hoping for 
: their best ever vote in the European elections in June, fol- 
: lowing their success last year, when the party gained over 
: 20,000 votes and eight seats, making it the most success- 
: ful right-wing extremist party in Sweden since the 1940s. 


The 1998 elections spelled collapse for the SD’s anti- 


: immigration rivals, the populist New Democracy (NyD) 
> and Count Ian Wachtmeister’s New Party. Both polled less 
: than predicted, leaving the SD as the only extreme-right 
* party with a national organisation. 


Throughout the 
1990s, NyD picked up most of the SD’s target votes. NyD’s 


: collapse leaves those votes up for grabs. 


The SD is also likely to reap the fruits of its tactical 


: deal with the southern Sweden populist party, Wellbeing 
: of Scania (SV). In the 1998 elections the SD refrained 
- from putting up candidates in SV strongholds, allowing 
: SV to win 50 local council seats. 


The SV is not participating in the European election 
and if the SD can mop up the combined populist vote, 


: they could double their support. 


Campaigning so far has consisted mostly of internal 


: morale boosting, but under the leadership of Mikael 


Jansson, a former mainstream Centre Party politician, the 
party is making a serious effort to lose its skinhead image. 
Attempting to present itself as a mainstream alterna- 


> tive for nationalists and democrats, it adopted a new-look 


programme in February, subtitled “a national middle-of- 


: the-road alternative with an ecological outlook”. 


Many of the SD’s more embarrassing extremist poli- 


> cies have been jettisoned. The party no longer advocates 


the death penalty and has even promised “special sup- 


: port” to adopted foreign school pupils who are harassed. 


The SD regularly updates its European election 
Internet webpage and has prepared an impressive propa- 


As recently as February, the SD listed several extrem- 


: ist organisations as Euro-Nat “brother parties’. Among 
: them were the Hungarian MIEP which claims that “the 
: Jews are planning a military occupation of Hungary”, and 
: the the Czech SPR-RSC, whose chairman, Miroslav 
: Sladek, argues that Roma people “should be considered 
: criminals by birth’. When these connections were 
> exposed, the SD quickly removed both parties from their 
: list of official “brother parties”. 

Poland and the UK, where he turned up as a house guest : 
: Kosovo, where the SD’s Serb brother party, the Srpska 
: Radikalna Strana (SRS), plays a significant role. The SRS 
: has disappeared from the list of the SD’s “brother parties”. 


Media attention then turned to ethnic cleansing in 
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Swedish nazis march on May Day 






















































































































































































































































































SWEDISH NAZIS staged two May Day demonstrations 
this year in pursuit of their bogus claims to a working- 
class political inheritance. 

Around 100 National Socialist Front (NSF) support- 
ers, including nazis from Norway and Germany, met in 
the centre of Ludvika. The rally was a hurried affair with 
much flag waving but no speeches, guarded by 120 
police who kept a large number of anti-racists at a dis- 
tance. There were no clashes and after the rally the ner- 
vous nazis quickly left the scene. 

The second rally took place in Sandviken, north of . 
Stockholm, and was organised by the “Conservative « 
Party” (KP), the new name of the notoriously violent % 
nazi Reich Front. The day marked a defeat for the fas- 
cists after several hundred anti-fascists peacefully occu- 
pied the nazis’ assembly point and the nazis were forced 
by the police to retreat to a school yard 

The nazis’ attempt to create a May Day tradition was 
started by supporters of the terrorist VAM (White Aryan 
Resistance) in Gothenburg in the early 1990s. Last year 
the NSF called a May Day parade in Orebro, west of 
Stockholm. An anti-democratic organisation with a his- 
tory of defying the authorities and holding illegal ral- 
lies, the NSF was immediately banned from staging the 
event.  « 

The NSF then turned up in the nearby town of Nora, 
storming a police cordon and marching illegally. More 
than 70 nazis were arrested, including the German- 
Danish nazi Marcel Schilf and leaders of the NSE 
Several were jailed for rioting. 

In the light of the NSF’s record and the fact that the 
annual report of the security police describes the 
organisation as the “biggest internal threat to democra- 
cy and freedom’, it was assumed that no town would 
even consider granting the NSF a permit to march this 
year. 

It was therefore surprising that police in Ludvika, 
northwest of Stockholm, allowed the nazis to go ahead. 
The decision was endorsed by the chair of the Ludvika 
Social Democratic Party, who argued that the event 4g 
should go ahead on grounds of “freedom of expression’. 
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GERMANY 





Resident A: “They should send the whole bloody lot to 
Kosovo.” 
Resident B: “Yes, but as ground troops.” 


locals in the village of Wewelsburg, in northwest 

Germany, on the morning of 1 May when, to their 
surprise, they found that a bus load of 60 nazis from the 
Karlsruhe branch of the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) had invaded their community. 

The nazi mob had succeeded in achieving what most 
of their comrades could only dream about: 15 minutes of 
chanting slogans and bawling nazi songs outside 
Wewelsburg castle, built by SS chief Heinrich Himmler for 
his murderous “Black Order”. 

The nazis’ fun was soon brought to a halt by the arrival 
of police patrol cars. Having achieved their aim, the nazis 
waited on the village square, drinking beer and chatting 
with a local brass band, until more police arrived. In the 
end, it was a police unit from Bochum that forced the 
grumbling and reluctant fascists back aboard their bus to 
nearby Paderborn to have their papers checked. 

The Karlsruhe nazis were more successful than those 
who had planned a big demonstration in Bremen on 1 
May. On the eve of the demonstration a federal court con- 
firmed a ban on the march - on the grounds that it would 
have created a “state of emergency for the police” - and 
pitched the NPD leadership into total confusion. 

It seems that the Interior Ministry in Bremen had been 
tipped off by the security services that members of 
autonomous nazi groups on the fringes of the planned 
NPD march intended to attack counter-demonstrators 
and police officers with “hit squads”. 

Desperate last minute attempts by NPD leaders includ- 
ing Frank Schwerdt, who was recently released from 
prison, to organise an alternative venue for the rally 
flopped in the face of the courts and what appeared to be 
concerted nationwide police action. 

In Berlin police prevented 200 nazis, who wanted to 
travel to Bremen despite the ban, from boarding their 
buses. Belated NPD efforts to obtain permission to hold 
rallies in Bremerhaven, Hannover and Oldenburg were 
rejected by the courts. 

In the end nazi threats to march 5,000 strong in 
Bremen or anywhere else came to nothing after paramili- 
tary police stormed the NPD’s offices in Bremen hours 
before the demonstration was planned to start, took NPD 
leaders, including party spokesman Klaus Beier, into cus- 
tody for several hours and sealed the building. This put the 
NPD’s organisational structure out of action, leaving bus 
loads of nazis driving around the motorways aimlessly. 

Apart from in Wewelsburg, the nazis were only able to 


Tice CONVERSATION reflected the sour mood of 


make brief appearances in small towns or suburbs. In 
Hamburg-Ahrensburg about 350 nazis from Christian 
Worch’s North German Action Alliance succeeded in 
marching for about ten minutes before the police stopped 
them. 

In Quickborn, Leipzig-Griinau and at the nationalist 
Hermann monument in Detmold, groups of around 100 
bewildered nazis engaged in brief flurries of activity and 
tried to put a brave face on things. 

The failure of the NPD march will further heat up sim- 
mering internal conflicts. The NPD in Saxony and its 
regional chairman, Jiirgen Sch6én, had already refused to 
take part in the May Day demonstration, complaining that 
such events are “counter productive” to election cam- 
paigns and do nothing for the party’s image in the eyes of 
potential voters and sympathisers. 

The bitter fight between the autonomous nazis, led by 
the Hamburg nazi duo of Worch and Thomas Wulff, and 
the NPD leadership over demonstration strategy and the 
question of legality has also been fuelled by the fiasco. 

The Bremen ban marks the first break in a run of suc- 
cesses for the nazis, including the NPD’s 3,000-strong May 
Day rally in Leipzig last year and the final NPD general 
election rally, staged in Rostock in September, when more 
than 5,000 nazis took to the streets. 

Anti-fascists can feel cautious relief over the nazis’ fail- 
ure and take some pleasure from their own demonstration 
in Bremen on the day. Bremen anti-fascists believe that 
successful work by broad alliances nationwide and the 
advance notification of a variety of anti-fascist protests 
contributed to getting the nazi march banned. 

The Bremen court also prohibited two anti-fascist 
counter-demonstrations. Nevertheless, more than 3,500 
anti fascists were able to hold a lively march in the city 
while a massive police force looked on impassively. 

The day before, it had been different. The 5,000 police 
brought to Bremen to control the situation had tried to dis- 
courage anti-fascists from outside the city from reaching 
their goal through the imposition of widespread road- 
blocks. Eighty anti-fascists were taken into preventive cus- 
tody for 24 hours and were only released in the early hours 
of 2 May. 

Police in other federal states also tried to stop anti-fas- 
cists from reaching Bremen. In Leipzig a bus was confis- 
cated and two other buses were sent back to Dresden. 
Buses from Hamburg were shadowed by police helicopters 
and stopped by frontier police before being allowed to 
move on. Anti-fascists from southern Germany and the 
Ruhr were also hindered by police on the motorways. 

Commenting on the day’s events, a spokesman for the 
Bremen police said rather stonily: “It has been an absolute- 
ly quiet day and really not worth talking about”. 
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France 
by Jean Raymond of Reflex in Paris 


THE FRENCH extreme right has displayed a new-found 
unity against the West's military intervention in the 
Balkans, a unity that evaded it during the conflicts in 
Croatia and Bosnia. 

During those eruptions of violence, some extreme- 
rightists sided with the Serbs while the overwhelming 
majority of fascists opted to support first the Croats and 
then the Bosnians. 

Among those leaping aboard the Croat war chariot 
were the hardcore nazi Michel Faci, who went to “fight” 
in former Yugoslavia, and national-revolutionaries from 
Grenoble and Nice, who acted as a travel agency for fas- 
cist volunteers, some of whom were killed and others 
arrested. 

The mainspring of this active involvement was 
Catholic solidarity, Bosnia being cynically viewed as the 
front line for the defence of Catholic nationalist Croatia. 

This time, however, the whole French extreme-right 
is indulging in pro-Serb fervour and an orgy of anti-USA 
and anti-Islamic sentiment. So far the unaccustomed 
unanimity has found no expression in action. 

The Front National for French Unity — the new offi- 
cial label for the supporters of the FN’s leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen — held a national rally at Le Bourget on 27 
and 28 March. More than 2,000 delegates heard Le Pen 
denounce the war and express scepticism over the mas- 
sacres of civilians in Kosovo which, he claimed, were the 
result of “the operation of political intoxication’. 

National Hebdo, Le Pen’s weekly mouthpiece, head- 
lined its edition of 8 April “The Dirty War’, which it fol- 
lowed up with several articles on “the crimes of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army’, “the Albanian mafia” and “the 
truth and falsehood of ethnic cleansing”. 

A long article on disinformation by Michel Dantan 
charged the KLA with having carried out its own ethnic 
cleansing in the village of Horahovac in July 1998 and 
recounted allegations of murder and rape by Kosovans. 
Another article asserted that the KLA was financed by 
the Albanian mafia from the proceeds of drug trafficking 
and prostitution. 

Le Pen’s rivals, Bruno Mégret’s Front National- 
Mouvement National (FN-MN), held a 500-strong rally 
in Paris on 15 April under the slogan “Clinton, hands off 
Europe!” at which Mégret took the podium to denounce 
the NATO assault on Kosovo as a “vulgar and bloody 
police operation by the new economic order”. He went 
on to demand: “Why aren't they bombing Istanbul, 
because of Turkey’s repression of the Kurds, and why not 
Beijing, because of China's repression of Tibet?” 


Mégret’s rhetoric was answered from the floor with 
loud shouts of “And Tel-Aviv as well!”, prompting the fas- 
cist leader to add: “Yes, and Tel-Aviv too, because of the 
repression against the Palestinians”. 

Martin Peltier, former chief editor of National Hebdo 
and one-time journalist on Quotidien de Paris, who vis- 
ited Serbia at the end of April, warned the audience that 
“the Americans are not only an economic and cultural 
adversary, they are a geopolitical and military enemy”. 

Star turn at the rally, however, was Phillipe Schleiter, 
national director of the FN-MN’s youth movement and 
nephew of the Auschwitz liar Robert Faurisson. Schleiter 
denigrated a US general as “a braided scoundrel who 
won his medals wiping out civilian populations in 
Korea, Vietnam and Iraq’. 

“The Serb soldiers”, Schleiter added, “can see clearly 
who their enemy is and I fervently wish for their resis- 
tance, their survival and their victory.” After the rally, the 
FN-MN’s younger members marched to the nearby 
Military Academy to protest at the involvement of 
French forces in the war. 

Not to be excluded, the New Right launched a peti- 
tion against the war under the title “Europeans want 
peace”. The appeal declares that “the Palestinians, the 
Kurds and Tibetans struggling against repression and for 
international recognition have never been given the 
least military support” and calls for an immediate end to 
NATO’s bombing and the opening of talks. 

The petition was drafted by Charles Champetier, 
chief editor of the New Right journal Elements, and 
Laurent Ozon, president of Nowvelle Ecologie, which is 
very Close to the far-right think-tank GRECE. 

Fishing for signatures, they succeeded in duping a 
number of anti-racist and left-wing activists, who quick- 
ly withdrew their support when they realised what had 
happened. 

The petition attracted the support of the retired 
French air force general Pierre-Marie Gallois. He had 
already crossed into the murky territory of the pro-Serb 
far right when, on 29 November last year, he addressed a 
GRECE rally, attended by the extreme-right ideologist 
Alain de Benoist. Gallois’s contribution, titled “From 
Baghdad to Sarajevo. Reflections on two recent con- 
flicts’, has since been published by L’Age de l’homme, 
one of the Serbian leader Radovan Milosevic’s mouth- 
pieces in Europe. 

At arally on 21 April, at which the prominent Gaullist 
Alain Dauer blamed “the fascist government of Israel, 
allied to the fascist government of Turkey” for the Balkan 
crisis, the campaign announced that 40,000 signatures 
had been collected and that the target of 100,000 signa- 
tures would soon be reached. 
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the war 


| Germany 


Germany’s congenitally militaristic fascists have had a 
sudden attack of pacifism. Normally, the traditionally 
anti-Serb extreme right is fragmented over issues of strat- 
egy and tactics but NATO’s war against Yugoslavia has, 
incredibly, united them all. 

The fascist press is full of the strident anti- 
Americanism, nationalism and racism which lies behind 
their “anti-war” stance. Multimillionaire Gerhard Frey's 
Deutsche National-Zeitung says the war is being fought 
“in the interests of the USA’ and is part of “its anti-Russian 
strategy”, while Junge Freiheit warns that “Germany's rep- 
utation as a mediator in eastern and southeast Europe 
may be destroyed” and that “anti-German sentiment 
among the Serbs will be strengthened for generations”. 

Junge Freiheit complains loudly that the flood of 
refugees “will worsen the immigrant problem’. The entire 
fascist spectrum is venomously opposed to any accep- 
tance of asylum-seekers. 

Junge Freiheit also rebukes Rudolf Scharping, the 
German Defence Minister, who recently banned collabo- 
ration between the Bundeswehr and Nazi veteran holders 
of Hitler's Knight’s Cross, for using German troops as can- 
non-fodder in the Balkans at the same time as he “dispar- 
ages German soldiers”. 

At its recent conference, the fascist Republikaner 
Partei (REP) denounced the NATO bombing as “a violation 
of international law and the United Nations constitution’. 
Only days after the bombing began, the nazi 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) 
adopted an aggressive anti-war position and organised 
protests. Its youth outfit, the Junge Nationaldemokraten, 
served a summons on Chancellor Gerhard Schroder, 
Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer and Scharping for “viola- 
tion of the German constitution”. 

The war has even brought together hardcore nazis and 
the electoral fascists. At the end of March, the various nazi 
national information phone lines were urging nazis to 
mobilise in Brussels for an Easter Sunday demonstration 
outside the NATO headquarters, under the slogan “50 
years of NATO is 50 years of US occupation”. The protest 
was banned by the Belgian authorities. 

A very small minority of fascists take a slightly more 
neutral view. They are against the war but see some bene- 
fit from it in “the boost to German national identity”. The 
nazi theoretical journal Nation und Europa writes: “there 
is no reason to be proud of fighting in Europe under 
American leadership, but German soldiers are in a war 
and are backed by the population, even the Greens”. This, 
says Nation und Europa, “is a new situation’. 

The magazine goes on to urge its readers to send liter- 
ature about the Nazi Wehrmacht's Balkans war to German 
soldiers serving there. “After all,” it explains, “Field post 
costs nothing”. 
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A Le Pen 


FRANCE 


FN crisis deepens 


A Mégret 








JEAN-MARIE Le Pen’s Front National (FN) took another twist in 
May when a Paris court froze the party’s access to funds ahead 
of June’s European elections. The decision also applies to his 
former deputy Bruno Mégret who led a walkout from the FN in 
December. 

Mégret, who named his organisation Front National- 
Mouvement National, will now have to find a new name after 
the court ruled that the Le Pen faction has exclusive rights to 
the name Front National and to the movement's flaming tri- 
colour emblem. 

The final ruling on who gets the cash will depend on a com- 
plicated investigation into how many of the members of the FN 
before the split have actually joined Mégret’s outfit. The inquiry 
could take months and will not be concluded before the 
European elections, which means that the campaign budgets of 
both factions will be drastically curtailed. 

The damage caused by the FN’s protracted crisis has been 
reflected in opinion polls, which show an erosion of the fas- 
cists’ electoral base. Research suggests that Le Pen, whose 
unsavoury image was further tarnished by the discovery of 
weapons, including a handgun, in his car in Brussels in March, 
can count on only 5% of the vote and Mégret on 4%; a cata- 
strophic slide from the heady 20% forecast before December’s 
implosion. 

The electoral decline will signal a fall both in the number of 
FN MEPs elected and in the fascists’ ability to set the political 
agenda for the whole of the French right. Last year, after major 
FN successes in regional elections, the mainstream right col- 
lapsed, with some sections openly musing on the possibilities 
of a pact with Le Pen. 

For the mainstream right, the FN’s demise heralds a shift 
back to more centrist policies. For Mégret, the gamble of mak- 
ing a very public break from Le Pen, in the belief that he was 
better placed to struggle for power, has proved a miserable 
failure. 

He has won over most of the FN’s officials and is backed by 
two of the four FN-controlled city councils in the south of 
France. But he has lost the trademark name of right-wing 
extremism in France and has failed to gather much support 
from the party’s ranks. 


NORWAY 


From Tim Haug in Oslo and Monitor 


RACIST MURDER hit Sogndal on the west coast of 
Norway in April. The 17-year-old victim, Arve Beheim 
Karlsen, had been adopted from India by Norwegian par- 
ents and had lived his whole life in Norway. 

Arve's problems started last year when he moved to 
Forde, where he was racially abused and beaten up and 
his flat was wrecked. As a result, he left school and aban- 
doned plans to become a mechanic. After he returned to 
his home town of Sogndal, he was again threatened and 
beaten on several occasions by racist louts. 

On the evening of 24 April, Arve was out with friends 
when two young men ran towards him shouting: “Kill him! 
Kill the nigger!” Arve fled terrified, with the two men, both 
aged 17, chasing him along a river bank. His friends lost 
sight of him. The next day, he was reported missing and 
was later found drowned in the river. 

The two men were arrested and charged with murder. 
Members of a local youth gang, both have previous con- 
victions for serious violence. The gang is known to be 
racist and a police source says they have flirted with 
satanism and nazism. A branch of Folkebevegelsen Mot 
Innvandring (Popular Movement Against Immigration) is 
active in the district. 

The killing has provoked a heated debate. The local 
community in Sogndal claims that racism is not a prob- 
lem in the town and the local police chief has gone out of 
his way to play down the racist aspects of the case. 

In protest, 200 anti-fascists demonstrated outside par- 
liament in Oslo to demand that the police take racist 
harassment more seriously and that leading politicians 
stop contributing to the climate of hate from which inci- 
dents like this emerge. 

Norway’s organised racists have also been active. 
Three of them were arrested in Oslo on 7 April for hurling 
stones and iron bars through the windows of a refugee 
centre housing a Kosovan family. Luckily no one was hurt. 

The Norwegian nazis support Serb president 
Slobodan Milosevic and oppose government plans to give 
6,000 Kosovan refugees shelter in Norway. According to 
the fascist Internet bulletin Bettrapport, which is closely 
connected, to Michael Knutsen and his nazi rag Fritt 
Forum, Norwegian nazis have volunteered as soldiers in 
the Serb army. 

Others have only travelled as far as Sweden. Members 
of Blood and Honour Norway and the Norwegian National 
Socialist Movement (NNSB) took part in a celebration of 
Hitler's birthday in southern Sweden on 17 April and in the 
fascist May Day march in Ludvika. These two organisa- 
tions also staged a ceremony at the German war cemetery 
in Oslo on 9 April, lighting candles in honour of their Nazi 
mentors. 

Meanwhile, the nazi thug Tommy Tangen has suc- 
ceeded in his appeal for a reduction in his ten-month jail 
sentence for weapons dealing. Tangen, a leading activist 
in the Aryan Youth Front in Honefoss, told the appeal 
court that he had suffered problems as a result of his par- 
ents’ divorce, but was now seeing a psychiatrist and had 
left the nazi scene. The court duly obliged by cutting his 
sentence by two months. 

On the electoral front, the populist racist Progress 
Party (FP) held its annual conference at the beginning of 
May, at which Carl I Hagen remained unchallenged as the 
leader of what the polls say is Norway’s second largest 


party. 





34 Searchlight June 1999 


Next month in 

















“the internation 











eS aaa ae ae ee ee ee Se 
y SPecial subscription rates 0/99 
(1 224 UK individuals C1] 232 UK organisations 
: [1] £18 UK concessions* [] £36 Europe individuals a 
£43 Non-Europe individuals a) £48 All non-UK organisations PLEASE TICK 








- Name/organisation 


SENG Address 
4\ “Re 


edited by Nick Lowles and Steve Silver 


ISSN 0262-4591 : i 
a Postcode q 

Cheques payable to Searchlight 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M SJR 
0171 284 4040 fax 0171 284 4410 * Unemployed, OAPs, students. proof needed : 


Names and addresses may be used to send you other Searchlight information. 
Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information 


262°4599 
TT t © © © ff hr hr hE hE hE hE 









t parties Fe 


TT i th iD @ a ay Sverigedemokraterna 
FINLAND 


None 














BELGIUM 


Viaams Blok 
Front Nationz 
Agir 











rance) lea : 
moment 









ITALY 


Alleanza Nazionale 
Movimento Sociale Italiano - 
Flamma Tricolore 

orza Nuovo 






18 Searchlight June 1999 









































































































































































































































